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7 Kings/Caesars of  Rome

The “five fallen” are the Caesars who died prior to the Roman-Jewish war of 67-70AD.
This includes the first five emperors, making Nero the one who “is” and Vespasian the one 
“not yet come.” (for more info Suetonius, Lives of the Twelve Emperors”)

7 Caesars

1 Julius Caesar (49 BC) “five fallen”

2 Augustus

3 Tiberius

4 Caius

5 Claudius

6 Nero “the one who is” 

7 Vespasian (68 AD) “one not yet come...little while”
He reigned 7 months, shortest Roman reign



666 or 616? 
Revelation 13:15–18 

Most manuscripts of the New Testament and in English translations of the Bible, the number of the Beast is 666. 
In critical editions of the Greek text, such as the Novum Testamentum Graece, it is noted that 616 is a variant. 

Although Irenaeus (2nd century AD) affirmed the number to be 666 and reported several scribal errors of the 
number, there is still doubt by theologians about the original reading because of the figure 616 being given in 
Codex Ephraemi Rescriptus, one of the four great uncial codices, as well as by the Latin version of Tyconius
and by an ancient Armenian version.

"The number 666 has been substituted for 616 either by analogy with 888, the [Greek] number of Jesus or 
because it is a triangular number, the sum of the first 36 numbers (1+2+3+4+5+6...+36 = 666)" The NRSV
translation for Rev 13:18 includes this translation note: "Other ancient authorities read six hundred and sixteen". 

Around 2005, a fragment from Papyrus 115, taken from the Oxyrhynchus site, was discovered at the Oxford 
University’s Ashmolean Museum. It gave the beast’s number as 616. This fragment happens to be the oldest 
manuscript (about 1,700 years old) of Revelation 13 to date.

Codex Ephraemi Rescriptus, known before the P115 finding but dating to after it, has 616 written in full: 
ἑξακόσιοι δέκα ἕξ, hexakosioi deka hex (lit. "six hundred and sixteen").

Papyrus 115 and Ephraemi Rescriptus has led some scholars to conclude that 616 is the original number of 
the beast. If this variant is the original number of the Beast, it would be catastrophic to existing 
dispensational literature. Wikipedia



Calculating 666 = Nero
In Greek isopsephy and Hebrew gematria, every letter has a corresponding number. Summing these numbers 
gives a numeric value to a word or name. The use of isopsephy to calculate "the number of the beast" is used 
in many of the below interpretations.

 An Aramaic scroll from Murabba'at, dated to "the second year of Emperor Nero", refers to him by his name 
and title. In Hebrew it is Nron Qsr (Pronounced "Nerōn Kaisar"). In Latin it is Nro Qsr (Pronounced "Nerō
Kaisar").

Nron Qsr The Greek version of the name and title transliterates into Hebrew as קסר  and yields ,נרונ
a numerical value of 666, as shown:

Nro Qsr : The Latin version of the name appears as Nro and transliterates into Hebrew as קסר yielding 616 ,נרו
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Eleven Imminent Time references in Revelation

“quickly, all at once, without 
delay.”

“at hand, near” “about to, on the verge of”

tachos & en tachei εγγυς, engus μελλει, mello, mellei 

Revelation 1:1 – “…things which 
MUST shortly take place”

Revelation 1:3 – “The time is 
near.”

Revelation 1:19 – “Write … the 
things that are about to take place.”

Revelation 2:16 – “Repent, or else I 
will come to you quickly”

Revelation 22:10 – “The time is 
at hand.”

Revelation 3:10 – “the hour of 
trial...is about to come upon the 
whole world.”

Revelation 3:11 – “Behold, I come 
quickly!”

Revelation 22:6 – “…things which 
MUST shortly take place.”

Revelation 22:7 – “Behold, I am 
coming quickly!”

Revelation 22:12 – “Behold, I am 
coming quickly.”

Time statements like book ends

Revelation 22:20 – “Surely I am 
coming quickly.”


