
Olivet Discourse Study

Mt 24, Mk 13, Lk 21



Big Picture: Covenant Transition
Changing Ages = Changing Relationship = Good News

God

Law is Mediator
Law temporarily covers sin
Temple, Blood Sacrifices

Obedience or Abandonment!
Earthly, Natural, Perishable

Jesus is Mediator
Jesus permanently covers sin

People are Temple, Praise is sacrifice
God’s Presence WITH us and IN us Forever!

Heavenly, Spiritual, Imperishable

Old Covenant New Covenant



Traditional View

Before Resurrection After Resurrection

The “age to come” 
in Heaven *

In New Earth*

Us Here

Parousia
of  

Jesus

or

Jesus’ Resurrection

Old Covenant Age New Covenant Age

Old Testament Age New Testament Age

* Many differences exist 
at this point depending 

on your denomination or 
theology

Genesis Revelation
--------------------“This Age”-----------------



The Consequence of  Adam’s Sin

If  Adam 
had not 
sinned...

He would have 
lived life in an 

unbroken 
relationship 
with God. 

Together With God

He would have died but 
death would not have 

separated him from God. He 
would have gone on to 
continue life with God.

Hades ‘under the earth’ would not have been necessary. We would have 
had no need for Christ to resurrect those in Hades who died ‘in Adam’ 

because they would still have ‘the life’ of  God.

Because 
Adam 

sinned...

Our 
relationship 
with God 

was broken.  

Those born into the ‘body of  Adam’ 
were born into ‘the death’ of  Adam; 

separated from God in life and death. At 
physical death, they went to Hades to 

await their Resurrection and redemption. 

Apart From God
Hades

3.
2.1.

1.
2. 3.



Separated  From God In Death

With God In Death

Adam’s Sin Caused Spiritual Death

If  Adam 
had not 
sinned 

or 
“died”...

Because 
Adam 
sinned 

or 
“died”...

With God In Life

At 
Death

At 
Death

Separated  From God In Life

No longer naked, unashamed. Need to 
be “clothed” in LAW to connect to God



“The Age To Come”“This Age”

Old Covenant New Covenant

Last 
Days

70AD

Age of  Old Cov Israel Age of  New Israel of  God/
Church

Body of  Adam Body of  Christ

In ‘the Death’ In ‘the Life’ 

Covenantal Model

General RESURRECTION

30AD

Harvest at the End of  Age

Jesus’ RESURRECTION
First Fruit of  Harvest

Pentecost Parousia



“The Age To Come”“This Age”

Old Covenant New Covenant

“Last 
Days” of  

Old 
Covenant 

World
70AD

Age of  Old Cov Israel Age of  New Cov Israel

Body of  Christ

In ‘the Death’ In ‘the Life’ 

Covenantal Model

30AD

Cross Parousia

In ‘the Sin’ of  Adam In ‘the Righteousness’ of  
Christ

40 yrs

“This World” Church

Old Testament NT

Body of  Adam

NOW



“This evil age”
(pre 70AD)

Galations 
We are Here!

“The age to come”
(post 70AD)

Sarah

Spirit
Freedom & Grace

New Covenant
“Isaac”“Our Mother” or

“Jerusalem from Above”

Redemption History

~30AD ~70AD
~30AD ~70AD

Jesus

Transition

Old Covenant 
“Ishmael”

“Jerusalem that Now Is”  

Paul wrote here

60’s

"If I could have convinced more slaves that they were slaves, I could have freed thousands more."  -Harriet Tubman

“Last Days”

Cross Parousia

Old Covenant 
Hagar

Law & Sacrifices

Flesh

New Covenant



A Tale of  Two Ages

“The Age To Come”“This Age”

Old Covenant New Covenant

The Bible divides time into only two worlds or ages; “this age” and “the age to come.” 
These correspond to Old and New Covenant ages. 

The New Testament was written during the “Last Days” of  “this age” or the Old Covenant age. 
The “Last Days” were the 40 year Transition Period that ended the Old Covenant world of  law & sacrifice. 

“Heaven and Earth of  Old”(Heb) “New Heaven and Earth”

PENTECOST PAROUSIA

40 Year 
Transition Period

Last Days

70AD30AD



“This Age” & the “Age to Come”

30AD 70AD

This Age & the 
Age to Come

This Age & the 
Age to Come

This Age & the 
Age to Come

This Age & the 
Age to Come

This Age & the 
Age to Come

This Age & the g
Age to Comeme

This Age & the g
Age to Come

“Last Days”Cross Parousia

The End of  
the Age

Notice that  the language 
describing “the age to come” 
is the SAME before and after 

the Cross. NO CHANGE in 
ages had occurred yet! 

The 
“Age to 
Come”

The 
“End of  
the Age”

“Days of the Messiah”



What Age Are We In?
Mt 12:32 And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be 
forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

Mt 13:39 ....and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.

Mt 24:3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things be, and what will 
be the sign of your Coming [parousia] and of the END of the AGE?" [the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem would be the sign of 
Jesus’ coming and the end of the Old Covenant age]. 

Mt 28:20...teaching them to observe all that I have commanded YOU. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." (how 
could he be with them if the end of the age was something in the far distant future? He taught and they would have heard it assumed that 
the end of the age was before them)

Mk 10:30...who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, 
with persecutions, and in the age to come, age-life [or ‘the resurrection life of the age to come].

Lk 20:35-36 ...or neither are they able to die [the death of Adam] any more -- for they are like messengers -- and they are sons of God, 
being sons of the rising again [us in Christ]. But those accounted worthy to obtain that age, and the rising again that is out of the 
dead, neither marry, nor are they given in marriage [meaning the Levirite marriage, or having to keep the law] (YLT)

1 Cor 2:6-7 ...And wisdom we speak among the perfect, and wisdom not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age -- of those becoming 
useless [think: “obsolete” like the Old Cov, from Hebrews], but we speak the hidden wisdom of God in a secret, that God foreordained
before the ages to our glory...

1 Cor 10:11 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings FOR US, ON WHOM the final end of the 
ages HAS COME.



We Live In the “Age to Come”

“The Age To Come”“This Age”

Old Covenant New Covenant

40 
Years

PENTECOST PAROUSIA

30AD 70AD

Age of  OC Israel Age of  NC Church

Dying Resurrected

Shell Seed



BIG PICTURE



Parable of  the Vineyard

Mt 21:42-43 “The Kingdom will be taken from you and given to a people producing its fruits.” 

Taken = Gk: AIRO = “1. to raise up from the ground,” 

“You” = Old Covenant Israel, 

“People” = New Covenant Israel of God, the Kingdom, the body of Christ

Meaning: The people of God will be raised up from the “land” and will inherit ‘the life’ and will bear 
the fruit of God in this new restored Garden, land, Kingdom, etc.

The “Kingdom” is transferring...and Resurrecting anew!

Is Transferring

Kingdom of  God 
with OC Nation 

Kingdom of  God 
with NC “Nation” of  

Jesus Followers

Matthew 21

cf: 1 Pet 2:9 “...you are a chosen race (genos), a holy nation (ethnos)”, Isaiah 65:15 “...God shall slay ...and call his servants by another name.”, Mt 
11:29 “Take (airo/resurrect ) my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.



Bible Teaches ONE Parousia

JESUS’ teaches 
ONE Parousia in 

Gospels

Paul, Peter, James, John, Hebrew 
writer all teach SAME imminent 

Parousia as Jesus taught in Gospels 

30‘s AD 70AD60‘s AD



WHY is this IMPORTANT?
All other prophetic texts in the New Testament are based on these teachings of  
Jesus, here. There is nothing new said by Peter, James, John or Paul, that doesn’t 
have its seeds in Jesus’ teaching. Jesus’ teaching is based upon the Old Testament 
prophets. No one claims “new revelation”. They are simply “reminding” 
recipients of  what they’ve already heard through the prophets.

“What the Spirit in the Old Testament concealed, the Spirit in the New 
Testament revealed. It’s the SAME STORY. Just more detail.”

Eschatology is related to soteriology, salvation. Both tell us where we stand with 
God. How saved are we? Where are we in redemption history?
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THEIR QUESTIONS

It’s Q & A time with Jesus!



Mt of  Olives

Temple



Olivet Discourse “Jesus’ Answer”

Mt 24:4-6 Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one 
deceives YOU. For many will come in my name, 
claiming, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many.

YOU will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to 
it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but 
THE END is still to come.

Question: ‘The END’ of what? What is the nature of this 
‘end’? Who does Jesus say would experience it? 

It must be the end of something associated with the Temple. 
Notice that the end of time, the world, or history have never 
been mentioned. 



The Birth Pains

There are six parts to Jesus’ reply. Collectively they are known as “the beginning of 
birth pains.” 

Q: The birth of what? 

A: The age to come. Notice the reference to the “end of the age.” If one age ends 
another must begin. 

Birth Pains include:

1. false Christs
2. wars and rumors of wars (also “tribe against tribe”)

3. famines
4. earthquakes
5. pestilences

6. signs from heaven

Note that every event above is a “sign” answer, but each is a negative sign – they showed “the end” was “not yet”.  
In other words, He had not yet specifically answered their question. Notice also that the disciples were the ones 
who were going to see and hear these things. That they did is a matter of history (see below), so why do people 
continue today to look for their “fulfillment” almost 2,000 years later?



TEMPLE

"Jesus replaced the Old Covenant, of which the biblical temple was a part .... A New Testament temple building is therefore a contradiction in terms, for it ignores the finished work of Christ, 
and harks back to the Old Covenant." Jesus instituted a New Covenant under which God does not dwell among His people through a temple building, but in His people through the Holy Spirit. 
http://www.irr.org/mit/ot-temple-nt-faith.html



TEMPLE



Herod’s Temple



Wars and Rumors of  War
Tacitus, the 1st c Roman historian, wrote his annals covering the period from 14AD-68AD when Nero died. 
He said there were:

“disturbances in Germany,” “commotions in Africa,” 
“commotions in Thrace,” “insurrections in Gaul,” “intrigues
among the Parthians,” “the WAR in Britain,” “the WAR in Armenia” 
and that the period following Nero’s death was “rich in disaster, 
terrible with BATTLES, torn by civil struggles, horrible...”  (Annals of  

Tacitus (Rome’s greatest historian), 17-68AD, LDM 78-79).

“At Caesarea, the Jews and Syrians contended for the mastery of  the city. 20,000 Jews were 
put to death, and the rest were expelled. EVERY CITY IN SAMARIA was then 
DIVIDED INTO TWO ARMIES, and MULTITUDES WERE SLAUGHTERED. 
Alexandria and Damascus presented a similar scene of  bloodshed. About 50,000 of  the 
Jews fell in the former, and 10,000 in the latter. The Jewish nation rebelled against the 
Romans; Italy convulsed with contentions for the empire; and, as a proof  of  the troublous 
and warlike character of  the period, within the brief  space of  two years, four emperors, 
Nero, Galba, Otho and Vitellius, suffered death.” (Alexander Keith, The Evidence of  the Truth of  the 

Christian Religion Derived from the Literal Fulfillment of  Prophecy Particularly as Illustrated by the History of  the Jews, (Philadelphia, PA: 
Presbyterian Board of  Publication, 1826, 59-60).



Wars and Rumors of  War
Josephus writes that civil wars were so common in the empire that 
there was no need to write about them in any great detail: “I have 
omitted to give an exact account of  them, because they are well known 
by all, and they are described by a great number of  Greek and Roman 
authors; yet for the sake of  the connection of  matters, and that my 
history may not be incoherent, I have just touched upon everything 
briefly.” (Flavius Josephus, The Wars of  the Jews, trans. by William Whitson (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 
1987), 4:9:2, 688.

“...every city was divided into two armies encamped against one 
another, and the preservation of  the one party was in the destruction of  
the other; so that the day-time was spent in the shedding of  
blood, and the night in fear. It was then common to see cities filled 
with dead bodies, still lying unburied, and those of  old men, mixed 
with infants, all dead, scattered about together; women also lay amongst 
them, without any covering for their nakedness...” (Wars, 2:18:2)



Chart of  Wars
DATE LOCATION DETAILS

AD 40 Mesopotamia 50,000 killed (Josephus)

AD 49 Jerusalem 20,000 killed at Passover

Unknown (30’s-70’s) Caesarea 40,000 Jewish killed

Unknown (30’s-70’s) Alexandria 50,000 killed

Unknown (30’s-70’s) Scythopolis 13,000 Jewish killed

Unknown (30’s-70’s) Damascus 10,000 killed in 1 hour

AD 67 Gadara 60,000 Vespasian “slew all the youth” - Josephus

AD 67 Jotapata 15,000 killed,  2130 made slaves

AD 67 Mt Gerizzim 11,600 killed



Chart of  Wars
DATE LOCATION DETAILS

AD 67 Taricheae 6500 killed

AD 67 Gamala 4000 killed, 5000 mass suicide

AD 67 Gischala 6000 women&children

AD 67 Jerusalem Idumeans sieged J, killed 12000, including high priest Ananus

“I shall not mistake if  I said that the death of  Ananus was the beginning of  the destruction of  the city, and 

that from this very day may be dated the overthrow of  her walls, and the ruin of  her affairs” - Josephus (Wars, p.
314 (Bray))

Vespasian and Titus took other cities, and there were “disorders and civil wars in 
every city ” - Josephus (Wars, p.291. (Bray))

“...enemies are destroying each other with their own hands...vast numbers 
of  dead bodies lay in heaps” and Zealots would not allow them to be buried 

- Josephus (Wars, p.320. (Bray))



Earthquakes Mt 24:7

Where When

Crete 46 AD

Rome 51 AD

Phrygia 53 AD

Laodiciea 60 AD

Campania 62 AD

Pompeii 63 AD

Judea Josephus recorded “the constitution of  the universe was 
confounded for the destruction of  men” (LDM, 81)



Signs From Heaven
The third paragraph of the fifth chapter of  Book 6 of the War contains a fascinating series of omens that 
foretold the fall of the Temple well in advance of the beginning of the revolt. God gave people plenty 
of warning. Josephus stresses the theme that the destruction was predestined to happen. Notice the 
similarity between some of the signs of Jesus’ first coming, his birth, and his second coming, in 70AD. 

Star shaped like a sword hovered over Jerusalem a year

Hailey’s Comet around Jerusalem for a year

Light around the Altar lit up the Temple 1/2 an hour like day at night

Cow gave birth to lamb

The Temple’s eastern gate opened on its own

Flaming CHARIOTS whirling and SOLDIERS fighting in the air 

Outline of a man’s face, most beautiful, above the Holiest of Holies

Sound of a Great Multitude or God Departing the Temple

Jesus son of Ananias: A Voice from the East



False Prophets Mt 24:11

1 2 Pet 2:1

But false prophets also arose among the people, just 
as there will also be false teachers among you, who 
will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even 
denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift 
destruction upon themselves

2 2 Cor 11:13
For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
disguising themselves as apostles of Christ

3 Acts 13:6 
When they had gone through the whole island as far 
as Paphos, they found a magician, a Jewish false 
prophet whose name was Bar-Jesus...



Gospel Preached Mt 24:14

PROPHECY FULFILLMENT
MT 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed 
throughout the whole WORLD (oikoumene) as a testimony to 
all nations, and then the end will come.

ROM 10:18 But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they HAVE, 
for "Their voice HAS gone out to ALL the earth, and their words 
to the ends of the WORLD (oikoumene)."

MARK 13:10 And the gospel must first be proclaimed to 
ALL NATIONS (ethnos).

ROM 16:26 ...the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but 
has now been disclosed... HAS BEEN made known to 
ALL NATIONS (ethnos) according to the command of the 
eternal God...

MARK 16:15 And he said to them, "Go into ALL THE 
WORLD (kosmos) and proclaim the gospel to the whole 
creation.”

COL 1:6 the gospel, which HAS COME to you, as indeed in 
ALL THE WORLD (kosmos) it IS bearing fruit and growing--as 
it also DOES among you...

MARK 16:15 And he said to them, "Go into all the world and 
proclaim the gospel to ALL CREATION (ktisis).”

COL 1:23  ...if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and 
steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, 
which HAS BEEN PROCLAIMED in ALL CREATION (ktisis) 
under heaven

ACTS 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of THE EARTH (ge/
land)."

ROM 10:18 But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they HAVE 
for "Their voice HAS GONE out to all THE EARTH (ge/land), 
and their words to the ends of the world."



Compare Moses’ 40 year “Generation”

Hbr 3:5-19 Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant, to testify to the things 
that were to be spoken later, but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son. And we are his 
house if  indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope. Therefore, as the 
Holy Spirit says, "Today, if  you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, 
on the day of  testing in the wilderness, where your fathers put me to the test and saw my 
works for forty years. Therefore I was provoked with that generation, and said, 'They always 
go astray in their heart; they have not known my ways.' As I swore in my wrath, 'They shall 
not enter my rest.'" Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of  you an evil, unbelieving heart, 
leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it 
is called "today," that none of  you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of  sin. For we have 
come to share in Christ, if  indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. As it is 
said, "Today, if  you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion." For who 
were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by Moses? 
And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose 
bodies fell in the wilderness? And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, 
but to those who were disobedient?  So we see that they were unable to enter because of  
unbelief.



Old
New

Moses freed from bondage Jesus freed from bondage

Delivered through red sea Delivered through cross

50 days -> Law Given 50 days -> Spirit Given

3000 Died bc Idolatry 3000 received life! 

40 yr then Prom Land 40 yr then New Cov

Est Temporary Cov Est Permanent Cov 

40 YearTransition Period

MOSES JESUS



Holiest Place

Inner Court

Heaven

Earth

Sea

Temple = Heaven, Earth, Sea

The Jews of  Jesus’ time considered their Temple to be a model of  
their universe, representing their ‘heaven and earth and 
sea’. They called the holiest place ‘heaven,’ where God met man, 
and where heaven and earth met. The inner court where Jews 
worshiped was ‘earth’ and the outer bath where Gentiles could go 
was called “the sea”. 

Outer Court



Josephus confirms this 
understanding in his 
Antiquities of  the Jews. 
He calls the Temple’s 
outer Tabernacle 
“an imitation of  
the system of  the 
world” and the 
“sea and land by 
which men live”. 
By contrast, the inner, 
Most Holy Place, he 
calls “a heaven 
particular to 
God”. 

Temple = Heaven, Earth, Sea

“Sea”

Earth

Heaven



‘Heaven and Earth of  Old’ Passed Away

Old Way of  being the 
people of  God through law

Old Covenant

y of  b
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ay of  
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Sea/Gentiles

Heaven

Land/
Israel

Heaven

New Covenant

New way of  being the people 
of  God through grace of  

Christ

New 
Israel of  

God

No more sea/All one
GentGentiGenenenGentenen



Covenant Map Analogy

What kind of a map is this? A true map? Yes.
Is it a literal map of physical land? No. What is it trying 
to tell us? It’s a map expressing legal and covenantal

realities. It is NOT a map describing the physical 
landscape. This is a map of covenants between 

entities like states, countries and people. This is a map 
of the American world. Just like the Bible is a map of 
Israel’s covenant world. Like all covenant worlds, the 
US had a beginning in 1776. It had a Transition Period

of transitional government; and in 1789 it became a new 
country with the ratification or consummation of the 

Constitution. It will someday have an ‘end‘ too. 
This is a COVENANT MAP. It is not trying to 

communicate about a physical reality. It is representing 
the legal and covenant world of America. The physical 

land of North America existed long before the American 
world. So, too, the physical world existed long before 

the Old Covenant world of Israel.
This analogy was first presented by Tim Martin at the 2010 

Covenant Creation Conference



“You have passed from 
the death [of  Adam] to the life [of  Jesus]”

Resurrection Connection



Change your clothes! Clothe yourself in righteousness. Wash your “robe” in the 
blood of the Lamb (Rev) in order to enter the New Jerusalem, in the New Heavens 
and Earth. Put on the “new man” - Christ . Don’t be found without the right ‘wedding 
clothes’. 

Hebrews: Change Your Clothes!

Don’t be 
“found 

naked” in 
God’s sight!

Ge 1-3 Rev 21-22



One Story: Israel & the Old Covenant 

It was...

Israel’s Promise

Israel’s Messiah

Israel’s Covenant

Israel’s Resurrection

Israel’s Burden and Privilege to bless the world by 
giving birth to the resurrection LIFE of  Messiah

Genesis Isaiah Revelation

Heaven
Earth
Sea

Heaven
Earth

Heaven
Earth



Elements - Stoicheia
Gal 4:3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world...

Gal 4:9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the 
weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage ? 

Col 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the principles of the world, and not after Christ. 

Col 2:20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the principles of the world, why, as though living 
in the world, are ye subject to ordinances , 

Hbr 5:12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the 
first/basic principles of the oracles of God; you need milk, not meat...

2Pe 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works
that are therein shall be burned up. (works of the law?) 

2Pe 3:12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved , and the elements shall melt with fervent heat ?



Thousand Years Simile
2 Peter 3:8 But do not let this one thing escape your notice, beloved, 
that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 
years like one day. 

Peter is referencing Ps 90:4 “A thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just 

gone by,or like a watch in the night.” 

People often quote this verse in order to avoid taking the time statements in Scripture at face value. 
You will hear people say “God’s time is different than ours” and to dismiss over a hundred 
imminent time statements in Scripture which point to a first century fulfillment of eschatological 
events. While it may be true that God’s sense of time is different than ours, this single quote of a 
Psalm should not be used to dismiss the “Generation Promise” - the Promise of Jesus’ Parousia to 
judge his generation. Doesn’t God also communicate to us in ways we understand? God sent the 
Saviour as a person, a commoner who spoke the common language and used everyday examples to 
communicate effectively to common people. God went to great lengths to put salvation realities in 
ways we could understand.  What sense would it make for God to promise people something in a 
time frame that people cannot know or understand? Wouldn’t that be confusing or even cruel?



Thousand Years = 30-70AD?

Are Peter and Revelation talking about the SAME event? Was the 1000 years John wrote about in Revelation the same time frame 
that Peter wrote about when he said “one day is as 1000 years and 1000 years is as one day”? It makes sense that the same Spirit 
would inspire two men to warn God's people about the same things that were ‘about to’ happen to them. Their consistency makes 
sense. John and Peter both wrote of things ABOUT TO (mello) occur. The “1000 years” reference fits the transition period, well as 
seen above.

Revelation Peter 

1 Rev 1:4 church in asia 1 Peter 1:1 church in asia                                                                                                                                 

2 Rev 1:6, Rev 20:6 kingdom of priests 1 Peter 2:9 made a preisthood

3 Rev 11, and 20 soon to judge the living and the dead 1 Peter 4:5 ready to judge living and the dead 

4 Rev 13:8 foundation of the world 1 Peter 1:20 foundation of the world

5 Rev 4 warnings about judging churches 1 Peter 4:17  judging family of God (church)

6 Rev 14, 16, 17, and 18   Babylon 1 Peter 5:13 Babylon

7 Rev 20:3 Satan released for a short time 1 Peter 5:8-10 resist Devil, suffer a little while

8 Rev 20:1-3 chains 2 Peter 2:4 angels chains

9
Rev 20:11, Rev 21 old heaven and earth flee, New 
heaven and earth

2 Peter 3:13 new heaven and new earth

10 Rev 20:2   a thousand years 2 Peter 3:8 day a thousand years, thousand years 
a day

11 Rev 3:3, 16:15 like a thief 2 Peter 3:10 like a thief



Where are we? How did we get here?

New 
Testament 

written 

Us!

Old Testament

Transition 
Period

Old Covenant New Covenant

40yrs



CrossC

Transformation in Christ

Our Exodus In Bondage to 
Sin Passover - “Let us labor, therefore, to enter that rest”

- Seeking Promised Land, Kingdom of  God Our Arrival

Our Stature

Old, Die with 
Christ (to 

Self-
Righteusness)

Born 
Again

- “Growing and becoming in Christ’s 
righteousness”

- Going from milk --> meat
- Putting off  childish things

Fully Grown

Our Clothing
“Wholly 

Old”, Filthy 
Rags

Resurrection 
Life

 - Put off  the Old Man, put on the NEW MAN!
- One New Man

- What kind of  body? A Spiritual Body
Wholly New

His Building
Earthly 
Temple

Jesus Chief  
Cornerstone 

“Living Stones, being built up as a Spiritual 
House”

Living in 
Mansion

Tree of  Life Inert Seed Seed 
Germinated

“First the grain, then the head, then the blade” Harvested

Chronology Year ~ “0” Year ~”30”
 - “So much more as you see the Day 

approaching”
- “The end of  all things is at hand!”

Year 70

Identity/
Body

In Adam Cross Believe. Shed circumcision into Adam. 
Be baptized into Jesus. In Christ

- “This Age”
- Old Cov Age

Old 
Covenant

Transfor
maiton

 - Transition Period
- Already/Not Yet

-“Age to Come”

- New Cov Age

Parousia



Why did Jesus Have to Die?

New 
Testament 

written 

Us!Old Testament

Transition 
Period

40yrs

New Covenant AgeOld Covenant Age

Jesus was Israel reduced to one. Old Covenant Israel died when Jesus died. With His 
rising, he was the “first fruits” of  the harvest of  that age; New Israel’s Resurrection. 

The beginning of  the harvest, of  the making of  the New Covenant World. The 
“natural” body died, the “spiritual” body Resurrected to new, imperishable, age-life.

Jesus is Head of  
New cov BodyAdam was 

Head of  Old 
Cov Body



MILLENIUM



Eusebius on Millenium Madness

325AD Eusebius Pamphilius, Ecclesiastical History: (On the 'Millennial Reign' of Christ) 
"This same historian (Papias) also gives other accounts, which he says he adds as received 
by him from unwritten tradition, likewise certain strange parables of our Lord, and of 
His doctrine and some other matters rather too fabulous. In these he says there would be a 
certain millennium after the resurrection, and that there would be a corporeal reign of 
Christ on this very earth; which things he appears to have IMAGINED, as if they were 
authorized by the apostolic narrations, NOT UNDERSTANDING CORRECTLY those 
matters which they propounded MYSTICALLY in their representations. For he was very 
LIMITED IN HIS COMPREHENSION, as is evident from his discourses; yet he was 
the cause why MOST of the ecclesiastical writers, urging the antiquity of man, were 
carried away by a SIMILAR OPINION; as, for instance, Irenaeus, or any other that 
adopted such sentiments. (Book III, Ch. 39)

Notice that Eusebius, the “Father of Church History” acknowledges that many theologians 
think like Papias - and yet he believes that they are WRONG. He sees them as taking an 
overly literal view instead of a more accurate spiritual view of Biblical teachings. 



“1000 Years” 

1000s years = Number of  Perfection, considered to represent a 
perfect reign of  perfect king in ancient thought and literature

“First Adam” reigned only 930 years, which is almost 1000. But 
he fell short of  the perfect reign, demonstrating his sin. 

“Second Adam” and those “in Him” “came to life and reigned 
with Christ 1000s years” demonstrating their restored 
righteousness in contrast with Adam’s fallenness. 

Ge 5:5 So all the days that Adam lived were 930 years, and he died.

Birth Death

Adam
930 years1 year 1000 years

? Jesus 70  
AD

“Fallen” “Perfect”

Rev 20:4 ...They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

70 

0 
AD

70 yrs 



1000’s of Years

I’ve also heard from linguists that the 1000 years 
in Revelation transcripts is plural. So it is 
actually the 1000s of years. 

This gives weight to the idea that it is a symbolic 
tool used to describe the quality of a reign rather 
than the quantity of years or duration of a reign. 



Millenium

The 1000 years that John was writing about in Revelation are the same events that Peter was writing about when he said 
one day is as 1000 years and 1000 years is as one day. It makes sense that they would warn of the same events about to 
come to audiences of the same time period, inspired by the same Spirit... John and Peter wrote only of things ABOUT 
TO occur. Therefore: The 1000 years fits the transition period.

PETER REVELATION
1 Peter 1:1 church in asia Rev 1:4 church in asia

1 Peter 2:9 made a priesthood Rev 1:6, Rev 20:6 kingdom of priests

1 Peter 4:5 ready to judge living and the dead <= 
TIME TEXT

Rev 11, and 20 judge the living and the dead <= 
(happens after Satan thrown into lake of fire)

1 Peter 1:20 foundation of the world Rev 13:8 foundation of the world

1 Peter 4:17 judge family of God (churches) Rev 4 warnings about judging churches

1 Peter 5:13 Babylon Rev 14, 16, 17, 18  Babylon

1 Peter 5:8-10 resist Devil, suffer a little while Rev 20:3�Satan/Devil released for a little while

2 Peter 2:4 angels chains Rev 20:1-3 chains

2 Peter 3:13 New Heaven and Earth Rev 20:11, 21 old h&e flee, New Heaven and Earth

2 Peter 3:8 day a 1000 years, 1000 years a day
Rev 20:2�� �a 1000 years

2 Peter 3:10 like a thief Rev 3:3, 16:15 like a thief

When we compare Peter and Revelation and we see that they are talking about the SAME events.



Millenium
Rev 20 
vs. 1 - An angel descends from heaven with a key and a chain.
vs. 2 - He binds Satan for 1000 years.
vs. 3 - During the 1000 years Satan cannot deceive the nations any more.
vs. 4 - Martyrs are resurrected to reign with Jesus Christ for 1000 years.
vs. 5a - The rest of the dead will be raised at the end of the 1000 years.
vs. 6 - Those in the first resurrection will reign with Jesus for 1000 years.
vs. 7 - Satan will be loosed at the end of the 1000 years.
vs. 8 – After the rest of the dead are raised, Satan deceives them again. There will be billions - like the sand of the sea. They are called 
Gog and Magog. Satan gathers them for a final battle.
vs. 9 - Satan and this host surround God's City. Fire comes down and devours them.
vs. 10 - Satan, the Beast, and the False Prophet end up in this lake of fire.
vs. 11 - Before this fire falls, a final judgment occurs.
vs. 12 - All the resurrected lost are judged.
vs. 13 - Another description of the resurrected lost being judged.
vs. 14 - Death and Hell [Hades-Grave] are cast into the lake of fire, which is the second death.
vs. 15 - All the resurrected lost are cast into the lake of fire.

To break it down even further: there is a ‘good resurrection’ (called “the first resurrection”) at the beginning of the 1000 years (vs. 4-6), 
whereas “the rest of the dead” are resurrected at the end of the 1000 years (vs. 5a). Satan is bound during the 1000 years (vs. 3), but is 
loosed “when the thousand years are expired” and “the rest of the dead” are raised (compare verses 5a and 7). Satan gathers the lost for 
a final battle against God's City (vs. 8). A final judgment occurs, and then the lost are punished in the lake of fire (verses 9, 14-15). 
Then the old earth passes, and the new earth comes (Revelation 21:1).

The above points are undeniable, for this is exactly what Revelation 20 says. Two significant facts should be noted:

1. Revelation 20 doesn’t say there will be peace on earth during the 1000 years.
2. Revelation 20 doesn’t say Jesus Christ will rule during the 1000 years from the present city of Jerusalem.

These common doctrines are being taught worldwide but are NOT found in Revelation 20, the only place in God’s Word that 
specifically mentions the 1000-year period. Now let’s go deeper.



1000 Years in Contemporary Thought

Greeks and Romans believed that after people died, they lived in 
Hades 1000 years and then were resurrected to earthly life

Virgil (19BC), in his poem The Aeneid, portrays the lead character, 
Aeneas, founder of Rome, descending to Hades, or the underworld, 
where the soul wanders for 1000 years. Aeneas’ father describes it 
like this:

“...not even when the last flicker of life has left us does evil...relinquish our 
souls...Therefore the dead are disciplined in purgatory, and pay the penalty of old 
evil...in the next world...a few of us are later released to wander at will...until, in the 
fulness of time, the ages have purged that ingrown stain, and nothing is left but pure 
ethereal sentience and the spirit’s essential flame. All these souls, when they have 
finished their THOUSAND YEAR CYCLE, God sends for, and they come in crowds to
the river Lethe, so, you see, with memory washed out, they may revisit the earth above 
and begin to wish to be born again.” (1)



Greco-Roman 1000 Years

Voltaire, the famous French historian and writer, notes the 
connection between John’s imagery in Revelation and Greco-
Roman beliefs about Hades and 1000 years. 

“The belief  in this reign of  a thousand years was long prevalent among the 
Christians. This period was also in great credit among the Gentiles. The souls of  
the Egyptians also returned to their bodies at the end of  a thousand years; and, 
according to Virgil, the souls in purgatory were exorcised for the same space of  
time - a thousand years.” - Voltaire quoting “The Epistle of  Dioysius of  
Alexandria”

Revelation was written to groups of  Greek and Latin 
speaking people in Asia minor who would surely have been 
familiar with literary  notions of  1000 years and associated 
John’s millenium period with their beliefs about Hades and 
beliefs of  a 1000 year reign of  people after they died. 



“1000 Years” in ANE Thought
Egyptians also believed that they returned to their bodies after 1000 years. 

ANE documents like records of the reigns of kings use the term “1000 years” to 
describe the reign of a “perfect” king. Saying X king “reigned 1000” or more 
years is synonymous with saying that he was a perfect king. The records were 
not trying to say that the king literally lived 1000 years. People writing and 
reading these records at the time understood this. This use of “1000” was used in 
a similar location and time as the Old Testament was assembled. John quotes 
from the Old Testament more than any other NT writer. He borrows symbolism 
from the OT throughout his letter. Chances are that John was aware of this 
symbolic use of the term 1000 and applied it to Jesus’ perfect reign in contrast 
to Adam’s imperfect reign of 930 years. 

We see many symbolic uses of the term 1000 throughout the OT. 

God owns the sheep on 1000 hills. God is faithful to 1000 generations...etc



Resurrected Church

Old Covenant Israel New Covenant Church

PENTECOST PAROUSIA

ResurrectedShell of  Old 

Seed



Mt 24, I Cor 15, 1 Thess 4: 
The Same Resurrection Events

Event Matthew 24 1 Thess 4 1 Corinthians 15

1 Christ Himself Comes - Parousia Matt. 24:30 � I Thess. 4:16 1 Corinthians 15:23

2 From Heaven Matt. 24:30 � I Thess. 4:16 1 Corinthians 15:23

3 With a Shout�/ Power ������������������������������������� Matt. 24:30 � I Thess. 4:16 1 Corinthians 15:52

4 Accompanied by Angels Matt. 24:31�� � � � � � � � �� � I Thess. 4:16

5 With Trumpet of God�� ������������������������� Matt. 24:31�� � � � � � � � �� � I Thess. 4:16 1 Corinthians 15:52

6 Believers Gathered� Matt. 24:31�� � � � � � � � �� � I Thess. 4:17 1 Corinthians 15:51

7 In Clouds Matt. 24:30 I Thess. 4:17

8 Time Unknown Matt. 24:36 I Thess. 5:1-2 1 Corinthians 15:51

9 Will Come as a Thief Matt. 24:43 I Thess. 5:2,4

10 Believers Unaware of Impending Judgment�� � Matt. 24:37-39 I Thess. 5:3

11 Judgment Comes as Travail upon Expectant Mother�� � Matt. 24:8 I Thess. 5:3

12 Believers to Watch�� ��������������������������� Matt. 24:42 I Thess. 5:4 1 Corinthians 15:58

13 Warning Against Drunkenness�� ��������� Matt. 24:49 I Thess. 5:7

14

A comparison between 1 Thessalonians 4-5 and Matthew 24 is fascinating. 



Timing of  Resurrection from the Dead

1 Cor 15:20- 24 “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that 
slept. For since by man came ‘the death,’ by man came also ‘the resurrection of the dead’. For as 
in Adam all die [the death], even so in Christ shall all be made alive [resurrected in ‘the 
life’]. But everyman in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's AT 
HIS COMING [PAROUSIA].  Then comes THE END [of the Old Covenant age], when he 
shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all 
rule [law] and all authority and power [priesthood]...the last enemy ‘the death’...” 

Question Answers Cross Reference

Q: When does Paul say the 
Resurrection will be?  

A: At the Parousia, or when 
Jesus’ Presence is manifested at 
the END of the AGE

Remember the disciples’ exact 
question: “What will be the sign 
of your Presence/Parousia and 
the END of the AGE?” (Mt 24)

Q: When does Jesus say the 
Parousia/Presence and the 
END will be?

A: At the time of the 
Destruction of the Temple and 
Jerusalem, in 70AD

Mt 24, Mk 13, Lk 21



What caused what?
How many times have you heard that a central part of the Gospel message is: “Because 
Adam sinned -> death entered the world -> therefore all people die now. This is not God’s 
plan that we should die, so God will someday resurrect all dead bodies and make us alive 
forever when he defeats physical death”. This is what most churches teach today. 

But is it what the Bible actually says?

1 Cor 15:55-56 “O death, where is thy sting? O HADES where is thy victory? The sting 
of ‘the death’ is ‘the sin’; and the strength of ‘the sin’ is the law.”

Adam’s 
DEATH

SIN-Death
reigned in body 

of  Israel

Law was a temporary fix 
for the body of  Adam/

sin until Rez of  new 
body of  Christ

Because Adam died ‘in the day’, he lost connection to the presence of  God. Essentially, 
being the head of  the body of  Israel, he cut off  the oxygen to the body. The law 

was like being hooked up to oxygen...propping it up until Jesus restored the BREATH



the Death, the Life, the Resurrection

~30AD 70AD

40 yr Transition
PENTECOST LAST DAY

CHURCH BABY

Body of  Adam Body of  Christ

Old Man New Man

With what kind of  body (singular) did the church come? 

SEED Germinated SEED Harvested
~30AD 70AD



Christ...out of  the Dead
1 Cor 15:12 And if Christ is preached, that out 
of the dead he has risen, how say certain 
among you, that there is no rising again of the 
dead? (vs dead persons)

1 Cor 15:20...And now, Christ has risen out of 
the dead -- the first-fruits of those sleeping he 
became

Old Man

Christ, heavenly, 
spiritual

Adam, earthly, 
natural

Citizenship in 
Hades/Paradise

Citizenship in 
Heaven!

New Man



the Death, the Life, the Resurrection

Body of  Adam Body of  Christ

30AD 70AD

PENTECOST LAST DAY

CHURCH

Old Man New Man
Shell Seed

“I AM the Resurrection and ‘the LIFE’, he who believes in me will never DIE!”

1 Cor 15:54-56
“The Death was 
swallowed up - to victory; 
where, O Death, thy sting? 
where, O Hades, thy 
victory?'  ...and the sting 
of the death is the sin, 
and the power of the sin
the law...”

1 Cor 15:49, 
“...according as WE did bear the image of 
the earthy [Adam], we shall bear also the 
image of the heavenly [Christ]. And this I 
say, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the Kingdom of God, nor does the 
corruption inherit the incorruption; 
I tell YOU a secret; WE indeed shall not 
all sleep, and WE all shall be changed; in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, in the 
last trumpet, for it shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and WE
-- WE shall be changed.”

Adam/Old Man Jesus/New Man

Perishable Imperishable
Dishonor Glorified
Weakness Power

Natural (Law) Spiritual (Grace)
Earthly Man Heavenly Man

Flesh and Blood Kingdom of  God
Corruption Incorruption

Mortal Immortal

“WE shall be CHANGED”



All About Seeds

Lk 1:55 As He spake unto our fathers, To Abraham and to his seed -- to the age.' (cf not all Abrahams are Abrahams... 
JC)

Jn 8:37 I know that ye are Abraham's seed4690; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in you.

Acts 
3:25

Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And IN thy 
seed4690 shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. (is he speaking of the seed about to be germinated?)

Acts 
7:26

And God spake on this wise, That his SEED 4690 should sojourn in a strange land; and that THEY should bring THEM into 
bondage, and entreat THEM evil four hundred years. (vs rest in the promised land, salvation, free from bondage to sin)

Acts 
13:23 Of this man's seed hath God, according to his promise, raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus

Rom 
1:3

Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh (JC came from OC)

Rom 
4:13

For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed4690, through the law, but through 
the righteousness of faith.

Rom 
9:8 that is, the children of the flesh -- these [are] not children of God; but the children of the promise are reckoned for SEED;

Gal 
3:16

and to Abraham were the promises spoken, and to his seed; He doth NOT say, `And to seeds,' as of many, but as of ONE, 
`And to thy seed,' which is Christ;

Gal 
3:19 

Why, then, the law? On account of the transgressions it was added, till the seed might come to which the promise hath 
been made, having been set in order through messengers in the hand of a mediator --

1 Cor 15:37-38   “... and that which thou dost sow, not the body that shall be dost thou sow, but bare grain, it may be of wheat, or of some one of the 
others, and God doth give to it a body according as He willed, and to each of the seeds its proper body. (YLT)

NOTICE THESE SEED CROSS REFERENCES REFER TO THE CORPORATE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL (ADAM) AND 
CHRIST



Cf  About ‘the Dead’ and Resurrection Life

Q: What are you hearing in these verses?

Mt 8:22 But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let ‘the dead3498’ bury their dead3498
[think: those who are ‘in Adam’]

Mt 22:32 I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is 
not the God of ‘the dead3498’, but of the living. 

Mk 9:10 And they kept that saying with themselves, questioning one with another what 
the rising from ‘the dead3498’ should mean. [even the disciples were still confused after 
being taught by Jesus Himself!]

Mk 12:25 For when they shall rise from ‘the dead3498’, they neither marry, nor are given 
in marriage (they are speaking of keeping the law of Levirite marriage, in the resurrected 
church, they do not have to keep the law); but are as the angels which are in heaven. 
(angels are FREE from the law because they are In Christ). 

1 Jn 3:14 we -- we have known that we have passed out of ‘the death’ to ‘the life’, 
because we love the brethren; he who is not loving the brother doth remain in ‘the death’.



Resurrection

“Spiritual”“Natural”

The New Testament was written during the “Last Days” of  the Old Covenant world. 
Those “Last Days” were this 40 year Transition period. Hence all the imminence in the NT.

Transition

Old Covenant New Covenant

30AD 70AD

Body of  Adam Body of  Christ

General Resurrection



Resurrection

“Heavenly Man”“Earthly Man”

The New Testament was written during the “Last Days” of  the Old Covenant world. 
Those “Last Days” were this 40 year Transition period. Hence all the imminence in the NT.

Transition

Old Covenant New Covenant

30AD 70AD

Body of  Adam Body of  Christ

General Resurrection



Resurrection

“Kingdom of  God”“Flesh and Blood”

The New Testament was written during the “Last Days” of  the Old Covenant world. 
Those “Last Days” were this 40 year Transition period. Hence all the imminence in the NT.

Transition

Old Covenant New Covenant

30AD 70AD

Body of  Adam Body of  Christ

General Resurrection



Resurrection

“Immortal”“Mortal”

The New Testament was written during the “Last Days” of  the Old Covenant world. 
Those “Last Days” were this 40 year Transition period. Hence all the imminence in the NT.

Transition

Old Covenant New Covenant

30AD 70AD

Body of  Adam Body of  Christ

General Resurrection



1 Cor 6:14

1 Cor 6:14 “Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will 
also raise us up through His power.”

Q: Who is the “us” here? 

Possible answers:

1. Each physical body individually someday

2. The ‘new Israel of God’ or body of Christ, in 70ad, in which the Corinthians will 
participate



What was Jesus’ Resurrection?

Hades and Paradise

Presence of God/Holiest of Holies/Heaven

~30AD ~70AD

Tomb

Jesus

First
Appearing

Second
Appearing



~70AD

Hades and Paradise

“Sign” of Jonah for 
that generation: 
Resuscitation of 

Jesus’ Body
Jesus’

Resurrection
Resurrection of 

Dead pre-70
Resurrection of 

Living pre-70

Who else rose physically? 9 + in Bible!
Jewish Tradition, Lazarus, Children 

healed, those at Jesus’ Resurrection. 

Us 
now!

Change of citizenship 
from Hades to Heaven

Q: What was the general Resurrection?
A: Overcoming the death of Adam, Hades, Separation from God

Presence of God/Holiest of Holies/Heaven


