
Zechariah Commentary
Often considered The Most Messianic of All the Old Testament
Writings or as The Old Testament Counterpart to the Apocalypse, this
piece of God-inspired Jewish literature is a fascinating read. Although
Zechariah was led to rekindle a spiritual / covenantal renewal among
Israel, as well as to encourage her completion of the rebuilding of the
Temple, the obvious thrust of this brief volume concerns Israel's
future glory in the Messianic Kingdom—a prospect that certainly
assisted Zechariah in accomplishing his God-given purposes.

Consequently, one might choose 14:7 as an appealing key verse: "at
evening time there will be light."

This book may be divided into three sections: Eight Visions for
Encouragement (1:1—6:15), Six Answers to a Question (7:1—8:23),
and Two Oracles of the Future (9:1—14:21). This combination was
designed to remind Israel that, even after all her years in captivity, her
God had not forgotten His promises to the fathers. Not likely
coincidental, Zechariah's name means, "Yahweh Remembers." 

Also not likely coincidental, Zechariah's father's name, Berechiah, 
means "Yahweh Will Bless," and his grandfather's name, Iddo, 
means "The Appointed Time." All three of these men lived around the 
time that 50,000 exiles were allowed to return to Jerusalem.

The book of Zechariah is echoed more often in the Gospel narrations 
of The Passion than any other Old Testament writing. It is also 
quoted or alluded to more often in the book of Revelation than any 
other Old Testament writing except Ezekiel. And it is further referred 
to more often by the author of Revelation than by the author of any 
other New Testament epistle. 

Not to be overlooked, however, is the fact that the most cited Old 
Testament verse regarding the Holy Spirit's work is from Zechariah 
(4:6). With little effort, one should be able to discover that this great 
work has been referenced approximately seventy times in the New 
Testament.



The Old Testament is full of living parables, and one of those is
found right here in the heart of this composition: in chapter six
readers encounter a man named "Joshua" (the Hebrew form of
"Jesus") who is crowned as both king and priest; such is called "a
living parable" because an actual person foreshadowed the coming
Messiah who would likewise be anointed by God as both king and
priest.

On account of some differences in style, timing, and tone, this work 
was evidently composed by Zechariah at two different periods in his 
career: the first eight chapters around 520 BC when he was but a
youth (2:44), and (due to the mention of Greece as a threatening
world-power in 9:13) the latter six chapters around 480 BC when he
was much older.

For those who believe, due to Matthew 27:9-10, that Jeremiah
might have authored the last six chapters, Robert B. Chisholm Jr.
provided an acceptable counter: "Matthew's quotation is probably a
composite of Zechariah 11:12-13 and passages from Jeremiah (cf.
18:1-2; 32:6-9)…. Like Mark 1:2-3, which attributes a composite
quotation (from Isa. 40:3 and Mal. 3:1) to Isaiah, the more prominent
of the prophetic authors involved, so the quotation in Matthew 27:9-
10 is ascribed to the well-known prophet Jeremiah." He also wrote
that "The Talmud specifically states that Jeremiah was arranged by
the Jews in their canon as the first of the prophets. In this way
Jeremiah lent his name to all the prophetic books, and Matthew so
treats it."


