
Philippians Commentary
Philippians  is  a  significant  piece  of  the  New Testament  genre  offering 
insights from a preterist perspective. The history of the church at Philippi 
begins with a vision Paul received during his second Missionary journey. It 
was a request for help which he interpreted as God’s call to preach the 
gospel to Philippi.

Philippi, the foremost city of Macedonia, and a Roman colony, yielded its 
first  converts  to  Christianity  through  Lydia,  a  Jewish  worshiper,  and 
businesswoman  from  the  city  of  Thyatira,  who  made  her  living  selling 
garments died in purple. Following their conversion, Paul gets arrested for 
“teaching customs" which were unlawful for Romans to receive or observe. 
They  are  beaten  and  imprisoned  which  led  to  another  significant 
conversion by their intervention to save a jailer from committing suicide. As 
the epistle shows, the both the Roman influence and that of the women 
comes to the fore.

Consisting of four short chapters, and 104 versus, the epistle opens with 
Paul’s  prayer  and  gratitude  for  the  service,  sacrifice,  generosity  and 
fellowship of the Philippians, a joy which he treasured from the day the 
church began to its present.

The influence of  the eschatological  Spirit  permeates Philippians with an 
emphasis on completing the work of confirming their salvation in the day of  
Christ, (1:6). The work begun was their faith in Christ. “Jesus answered and 
said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He 
sent.”  (John 6:29).  It  is  the work  of  salvation per  chapter  2:12-13.  Paul 
assured them they would be confirmed by the Spirit to the day of Christ.  
See Mark 16:16-20; 1 Corinthians 1:4-8. The emphasis of Philippians 1:6 is 
that  the  work  of  salvation  had  begun but  was  yet  incomplete,  awaiting 
consummation at Christ’s return.

Paul’s  imprisonment  reveals  interesting  insights  and  opportunities  to 
vindicate  his  ministry  and  contribute  to  the  spread  of  the  gospel.  His 



innocence became known among the palace guard and yielded fruit even 
to Caesar’s household (1:12; 4:22). 

Two  great  themes  of  Philippians  are  unity  and  rejoice.  The  Philippians 
endured severe persecution that was “terrifying” but also proof that their 
enemies would soon be destroyed. They were enjoyed to strive together in 
unity in their steadfastness and to rejoice amidst their sufferings. 

Chapter two is a plea of like-mindedness with that of Christ who provided 
an  attitude  of  humility  in  suffering.  Jesus’  suffering ends with  judgment 
wherein every knee would bow in fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy in Isaiah 
45:23,  often  quoted  in  the  New  Testament.  See  Romans  14:10-11;  2 
Corinthians 5: 10. The reference to Old Testament prophecy confirms the 
words of Paul that he taught no other things than those which Moses and 
the prophets said were about to come, Acts 26:22-23. In other words, the 
eschatological  references  in  Philippians  demonstrate  that  Paul’s 
eschatology  is  the  hope  of  Israel  and  cannot  be  divorced  from  that 
framework, (Acts 24:14-15; 26:6-8; 28:20).

Further  proof  of  the  foregoing  is  the  quote  from  Daniel  12  and 
Deuteronomy 32 in Philippians 2:14-16. The Exodus motif is expressed in 
the language “do all  things without complaining and disputing.  As Israel 
murmured and complained during the wilderness journey to the promise 
land, Paul admonishes the church who are part of the Second Exodus in 
Christ  (Hebrews  3:7-4:9),  not  to  repeat  their  behavior  for  they  are 
journeying to a destination of much greater impact and consequence. He 
speaks of the first century Jews in the language of Moses as the terminal 
“crooked  and  perverse  generation.”  Compare,  Deuteronomy  32:20, 
Matthew 13:39; 16:4; Mark 8:38; Acts 2:40. The approbation of “shining as 
lights” in the midst of the perverse generation is a direct allusion to the 
resurrection theme of Daniel 12:3, and its companion text in the parable of 
the tares of Matthew 13:43, where the sons of the kingdom “shine as the 
Sun” at the end of the age when the tares of unbelieving Judaism were 
gathered and burned in the destruction of their temple and city, Matt. 13:39-
43; 22:8; Luke 21:20-22, 32.



Chapter Three sets the context for the new realm of worship in the Spirit. 
Paul speaks of the church as the “circumcision who worships God in the 
Spirit.” See John 4:20-24, where Jesus establishes that God and Christ are 
the new place of worship and new temple in the Spirit. Compare Ephesians 
2:19-22;  1  Peter  1:6;  Revelation  21:2-3,  22.  At  the  present  the  new 
tabernacle was yet incomplete as we demonstrated above from Philippians 
1:6, but it was then a progressive development. 

Paul’s willingness to renounce his Jewish citizenship and pedigree in the 
Law counting them loss for Christ, sets the stage for his conversion. This 
he did not once but continually as his goal was to be “found” in Christ not 
clothed  in  his  own  righteousness  which  was  of  the  law  but  with  the 
righteousness through faith in Christ, Philippians 3:7-9). His desire to be 
“found” in Christ is a technical term for the Parousia (2 Peter 3:14). The 
verses to follow are critical in understanding Paul’s doctrine of resurrection 
for the living saints which he calls he “exanastasin” or the “out resurrection” 
literally the resurrection out from among the dead. 

Jesus claimed that He alone is the “eschatological” resurrection and the 
life,  John  11:25-26.  Thus,  it  was  Paul’s  desire  to  gain  Christ  (not  an 
individual  body  to  replace  his  human  body)  but  Christ  himself,  i.e.  his 
spiritual body perfected. The terms Christ, righteousness, resurrection and 
perfection all refer to that one hope and objective Paul sought. It is the not 
yet of what had begun and of which he reached forward having left the 
righteousness of the law behind.

He looks forward and upward to the new heavens and earth in 3:21, his 
new citizenship. Neither in the Roman colony of Philippi nor in Jerusalem 
did he find a “continuing city or country” (Hebrews 13:10) for he looked for 
a city whose builder and maker was God, (Hebrews 11:13-16). The wait 
would not be much longer from the time that elapsed since the faith began 
for “now their salvation was nearer than when they first believed.” It was the 
hour to awake out of sleep, the night was far spent, the day was at hand for 
them to fully cast off the darkness of the powers of the old aeon, having 
already tasted the powers of the age to come which would result in the 
destruction of their enemies, (Philippians 3:18-21; Matthew 24:2-3). 



Chapter Four encourages the Philippian church to stand fast, i.e. endure to 
the end because their names were written in the Book of Life. They could 
rejoice because the Lord’s Parousia had drawn near and would end their 
suffering and persecution by the Jews who did not believe.  Compare 1 
Thess 2:14-16). Paul closes the book with assurances that God’s peace 
that  surpassed  all  understanding  would  guard  their  minds  and  hearts 
through prayer, supplication and thanksgiving. They were to meditate on 
lovely things. He thanks them for their generous support, explains how to 
be content and assures them that they can do all things through Christ who 
empowers them and supplies all their need through his riches in glory. 


