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“Serving Jehovah”,

580-585 B.C.

Our goal in putting together a summary of this prophetic book from a Preterist viewpoint is to
give the student of the scriptures a specific advantage of approaching each book of the bible,
especially the book of Obadiah.  Firstly, Obadiah means “Serving Jehovah”, and we can see
from this book how this Old Covenant book fulfills the scripture, “the older shall serve the
younger”.  Genesis 25:23.   The apostle Paul quotes this verse and builds on this idea in Romans
9:12.

The book of Obadiah is a prophecy of two brothers, two mountains, and two outcomes. It is
fascinating to see God’s perfect ways with this prophecy. The main focus of this vision is the
age long antagonism between Israel and Edom.  The Edomites descended from Esau (Genesis
36:43) and bore a grudge toward all of Israel because Jacob swindled Esau out of his birthright.
Their animosity, even when Israel was in need of crossing through the wilderness to God’s
promised land, were unwilling to help or extend a hand to Israel. What Edom did not want to
believe is that Esau sold his birthright and had no regard for it.

The writer of Hebrews clearly states that Esau was a fornicator and profane person barred from
the true temple because he sold his birthright and was bitter and fell short of the grace of God.
The significance of Israel according to the flesh is typified as Edom (Esau) who sold his
birthright and had grown bitter against his brother Jacob, the remnant of those who desired
God’s perfect will and blessings. The book of Hebrews chapter 12 is an explanation of the
pending fulfillment of the prophecy of Obadiah.

This book may be divided into two parts with sections in each of these two parts.  On the one
hand we see God’s vengeance poured out on Edom (Esau) and on the other hand we see Jacob
rising to the occasion for victory and glory.

Edom is a picture of Jerusalem of the New Testament period, where this prophecy is completely
fulfilled. It is interesting to note that the territory of Edom was given the Greek name Idumea.
Around 150 years before Christ came on the scene a certain Jewish leader, John Hyracanus
imposed the religion of the Jews on the territory and Idumea was converted to Judaism and
from Herod the Great on down to the other Herod’s they feigned allegiance to Judaism. The
point in mentioning this is when Titus came in and destroyed the city of Jerusalem and her
sanctuary in 70 A.D. there seems to be no record of the Idumeans after this point in time.
Again, fulfilling the type of Israel according to the flesh being blotted out. Jeremiah says, “But I
have made Esau bare; I have uncovered his secret places, And he shall not be able to hide
himself. His descendants are plundered, His brethren and his neighbors, And he is no more. …



Jeremiah 49:10,13-18 (NKJV) For I have sworn by Myself," says the LORD, "that Bozrah
shall become a desolation, a reproach, a waste, and a curse. And all its cities shall be perpetual
wastes." I have heard a message from the LORD, And an ambassador has been sent to the
nations: "Gather together, come against her, And rise up to battle! "For indeed, I will make you
small among nations, Despised among men. Your fierceness has deceived you, The pride of
your heart, O you who dwell in the clefts of the rock, Who hold the height of the hill! Though
you make your nest as high as the eagle, I will bring you down from there," says the LORD.
"Edom also shall be an astonishment; Everyone who goes by it will be astonished And will hiss
at all its plagues. As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah And their neighbors," says the
LORD, "No one shall remain there, Nor shall a son of man dwell in it. Jeremiah 49:13-18
(NKJV)

This is a promise from the Lord that His kingdom is coming and He will judge the mountain of
Esau and Saviours will come on Mount Zion.  Obadiah is specific regarding two peoples
represented in two brothers, Esau and Jacob. He is specific regarding two mountains and names
the one uniquely as Mount Zion and then shows one being destroyed and saviors mounting up
on the other, which is Mount Zion the joy of the whole earth. Psa. 48:2; Heb. 12:22.
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