
Nahum Commentary
From Nineveh to Elkosh is 500 miles in the air. There is debate as to
whether Nahum was born here or not and if Elkosh was another
translation of his father’s name. This was the first time a prophecy
had been written down and sent instead of personally delivered. God
gave mercy the first time Jonah warned Nineveh to repent, because
they were ignorant of God's ways. To whom much is given much is
expected. Since they knew not what God expected, He didn't count it
as sin earlier in history, but once they were given His expectations,
then they were judged more responsibly. 

As to pinpointing the time in history, again there is significant debate. 
Some believe it was after Sennacherib was killed, and Nahum was 
referring back to the event. Most agree there are too many unknown 
facts to confidently ascertain the year this was written, which is not of 
dire importance when considering the theme of the book. Nahum has 
some very nice examples of Chiasm in Ch 1:8-9. We also find 
metaphors and similes; like rocks, lions, sewing, cutting down, fury 
poured out, etc… laced throughout the Chapters.

Interestingly, the first 6 verses in Chapter 1 are about judgment.
Verse 7 speaks of God’s goodness, which continues the Biblical motif
of 7 as perfection and completion. Ch 1:15 is commonly
misinterpreted in the modern Church. Nahum was specifically
addressing the Jews who would no longer have the Assyrian armies
hindering their roads and territories and restricting the Jews from
making pilgrimage and feasts to the holy city. Their enemies would
soon be cut down and the Jews would be free from this particular
bondage. 

This is a statement made about how it will be in the soon
coming future once Sennacherib is killed and messengers reach
Judah with the news of their freedom from Assyrian occupancy. This
chapter not only tells Nineveh what they did wrong and the judgment
about to fall but also how they will perish and how their victims will
overcome. Compare to Rev 18:2, 10, 21 Rev 17:5 for a type/antitype.



Ch. 3 has seven signs pointing to the destruction (noise of the whip,
rattling of the wheels, etc) which parallels the destruction of
Jerusalem in AD 70. Nahum could be used as a comparison,
foretelling the type and shadow of Nineveh being punished for
attacking natural Jerusalem, and then the antitype of national Israel
being punished for attacking spiritual Jerusalem during the first
century. Read Matthew 12:41. We do get a clear picture of how God
would use a foreign army to chastise His people, and then later
destroy that foreign army for exceeding God’s intended punishment.

Overall, Nahum is a wonderful book with great literary importance.


