
Mark Commentary

Author

Traditionally it has been acquiescingly accepted that the author of this letter 
was Mark (Acts 12:12, 25; Colossians 4:10), but there’s no internal evidence 
that reveals who wrote the letter, and the external evidence is mere 
conjecture. The origin of this belief came from second century church leader 
Papias. He claimed that Mark was the author of the book and that it was 
based on the testimony of the
Apostle Peter. Mark was a companion of Paul and Barnabas. He traveled 
with them to the island of Cyprus during the Apostle Paul’s first journey. 
Mark returned to Jerusalem from Cyprus before the work in the first journey 
was concluded. Paul didn’t want to take Mark with him on the next journey 
since he didn’t finish the first mission. Paul and Barnabas decided it was 
best for Barnabas to take Mark back to Cyprus while Paul and Silas went on 
to Syria (Acts 15:37).

Date

The date that the Gospel of Mark was written should be in the late 50s. Luke 
was written before Acts which is dated about 58-61. Luke relied on the 
Gospel of Mark which means Mark could not have been written any later 
than the very early 60s. Another reason to place the Gospel of Mark in the 
very early 60s or earlier is because Mark never mentions the destruction of 
Jerusalem that occurred in AD 70. However, in Chapter thirteen, he does 
record the signs the Apostles were to look for in order to recognize the 
nearness of the temple’s destruction. These prophecies would have been of 
immense value for those living before the destruction of Jerusalem because 
they would have known to either get out of Jerusalem or to stay away from 
the city entirely. Pax Romana was disrupted in the year AD 69, following 
the fall of Nero. It would have been at this time that the signs would have 
reached their greatest intensity.

Overview



The Gospel of Mark is focused on the Galilean ministry, the journey to 
Jerusalem, and the events in Jerusalem. Mark does not offer any information 
about the life of Jesus before his baptism and ministry. Mark’s Gospel gives 
pertinent information in a rapid and concise manner. It seems as though 
Mark was concerned with delivering a written record of Jesus’ ministry to an 
audience in urgent need of
evidence that demonstrated and confirmed that Jesus was the promised 
Messiah. There are more miracles recorded in Mark than in any other 
Gospel. Mark must have wanted his audience to know, beyond a doubt, that 
Jesus was sent from God. Jesus healed the sick (Mark 1:32-34), the leper 
(Mark 1:40-42), the Paralytic (Mark 2:11), and the man with a withered 
hand (Mark 3:5). The weather obeyed
Jesus’ command immediately (Mark 4:39). He fed the five thousand (Mark 
6:30-44), and he walked on water (Mark 6:45-52). The miracles of Jesus 
were not staged magician’s tricks like those of Simon the
Sorcerer (Acts 8:9-24). His miracles were diverse, numerous, instantaneous, 
and undeniable. The religious leaders that confronted Jesus knew the 
miracles were valid; therefore, they used alternative arguments to discredit 
Jesus’ ministry. For example, the Scribes from Jerusalem accused Jesus of 
using the power of another god (Beelzebul) to cast out demons (Mark 3:22-
30), but Jesus broke down their theory by demonstrating how foolish it was 
when drawn out to its logical conclusion. In Mark chapter four, Jesus speaks 
about the new spiritual kingdom of God that would replace the old physical 
kingdom of God (Jeremiah 31:31-34). Jesus told His disciples that they had 
been given the secret of the kingdom of God (Mark 4:11). The secret that 
was hidden for ages is revealed in Colossians 1:26, 27 – “the mystery  
hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. To them 
God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of  
the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” The 
hope of glory was the hope of Israel (Acts 28:20-23). The hope of Israel was 
the hope Abraham (Hebrews 11:8-16). The hope of Abraham was the hope 
of all true Jews (Hebrews 12:22; Romans 2:29, 9:6-8). The hope of the true 
Jews was an unbreakable, everlasting relationship with God, which came 
through Christ.

John the Baptizer



Malachi 4:5 – “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
great and terrible day of Yahweh comes.” Yahweh promised to come back 
and judge those in Israel if they refused to turn back to Him by obeying the 
teachings of Moses (Malachi 4:1-4); but before His
return in judgment, He would send Elijah to call upon the Jews to repent and 
receive forgiveness (Mark 1:4). John the Baptizer came before Christ in the 
spirit of Elijah. John warned Israel of impending judgment (Matthew 3:7-
10), just as Elijah had warned Ahab of the disaster to come if he didn’t 
repent and abolish the worship of the Amorite idols (1 Kings 21:26). 
Unfortunately, the religious leaders and most of the Jews did not heed 
John’s warning and continued in their rebellion by neglecting justice, mercy, 
and faithfulness (Matthew 23:23). Their self-made pseudo religion was more 
important to them than following the one true God (Matthew 23:25; Mark 
7:3-8). In A.D. 66 the Jews began to revolt against the Roman Empire, 
which would ultimately end in their destruction in AD70, thus, the terrible 
day of Yahweh came to pass, just as it was foretold in the book of Malachi 
and by John the Baptizer.

Setting Your Mind on Christ

Mark 8:33 – But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For, you are not setting your mind on the 
things of God, but on the things of man.” The word satan in the Hebrew 
language means "an adversary, one who resists, hostile opponent." The 
satan or the adversary in Mark 8:33 is Peter. Peter is the adversary because 
he is the one opposing the things of God, which in this case is God’s plan for 
Jesus to die on a cross. There is no supernatural evil being, named Satan, 
behind the scenes influencing Peter to turn against the plan of God. It is 
Peter’s misconception of God’s plan of salvation and his frustration with 
Jesus’ prediction of His own death that compels him to rebuke Jesus. Peter’s 
expectation is not that of a savior that will suffer and die. Peter opposes 
Jesus because he expects Jesus to be a king who will rule over National 
Israel and deliver them from Roman bondage.
Jesus tells Peter in front of the other disciples to set his mind on the things of 
God, not on the things of man. The things of God included the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, and the ushering in of the New Kingdom of the Spirit 
that would replace the Old Physical Kingdom of the Mosaic Law. Jesus 
rebuked Peter by commanding him to get behind Him. The word behind in 
the Greek is opiso. Opiso means “behind, after, follow.” In this case, Jesus 



expected Peter to trust His words, submit to His authority, and follow Him. 
Jesus speaks to the crowd after correcting Peter. Mark 8:34, “If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me.” Not only did Jesus correct Peter, but He also made it clear to those in 
the crowd that following Him would include sacrifice. Persecution would 
come upon those that followed Jesus until His return in A.D. 70, when He 
would execute fiery judgment upon their persecutors. Mark 8:38 – “For 
whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he  
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” This message most 
assuredly pierced the ears of Peter as he stood nearby listening to Jesus 
address the crowd. Jesus made it emphatically clear that no one, including 
Peter, should be ashamed of His words. Those that would doubt His words 
would pay the price within that generation (Mark 9:1), when the Son of Man 
would come
in the glory of His Father in judgment.

The Humble Enter the Kingdom of God

Mark 9:35 “And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them,  
“If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” The 
disciples had been arguing over who was the greatest among them on the 
way to Capernaum. Their idea of who was the greatest may have included: 
who was healing the most people of various diseases and casting out demons 
(mental disorders); who was the most charismatic and articulate speaker; 
who was working
the hardest to bring people into the Kingdom of God. According to Jesus, all 
these things take a backseat to the humble. It’s the humble
that are concerned with serving and helping others. They’re not overly 
concerned with attaining a higher social status or gaining worldly success. 
Mark 9:47, 48 – “And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better  
for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be  
thrown into hell, where their worm does not die and the fire is not  
quenched.” Fiery destruction was in store for those that did not humble 
themselves and were determined to follow the pseudo religion of the Chief 
Priests and Scribes.
Mark 9:42 – “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in 
me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung around 
his neck and he were thrown into the sea.” Jesus made it crystal clear that 



His wrath would come upon those that would cause the children to stumble 
or sin. In other words, Jesus was not going to forgive anyone that coerced 
the young people to reject Him as Israel’s Messiah and cause them to drift 
back into the Judaism of the Chief Priests and Scribes. Isaiah 66:24 – 
“And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have  
rebelled against me. For their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be  
quenched, and they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh.” Jeremiah 19:6 
– “therefore, behold, days are coming, declares the LORD, when this place  
shall no more be called Topheth, or the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but
the Valley of Slaughter.” The destruction of the Jews came in A.D. 70 when 
Titus and the Roman army destroyed Jerusalem, the temple, and killed over 
a million Jews. The Roman army used the Valley of Hinnom to eradicate the 
dead bodies. Easton's Bible Dictionary describes the function of the location 
as follows: "There the dead bodies of animals and of criminals, and all kinds 
of filth, were cast and consumed by fire kept always burning." Thus, the 
final destination of the rebellious Jews was Hell, known to the Jews as
the “Valley of the Son of Hinnom,” which was a garbage dump outside of 
Jerusalem. The bodies of the slaughtered Jews were thrown into this garbage 
dump where the fire burned continuously and the worm (maggot) never 
died.

The End of an Era

Mark 11:11 – “And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And 
when he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went  
out to Bethany with the twelve.” The people were cheering and anticipating 
the promised kingdom of their father David as Jesus was making His 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. They believed Jesus was about to take His 
rightful place as king in Jerusalem, but things didn’t go as planned. Jesus 
merely surveyed the temple and then returned to Bethany. The survey of the 
temple shouldn’t go unnoticed. This was the final inspection of Jesus to 
deem the Jews worthy or not of being God’s people. We find the answer to 
be an emphatic No when Jesus cleanses the temple the next day (Mark 
11:15). The Outer Court of the Temple was designated for the non-Jews. 
Jesus said, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for  
all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.”(Mark 11:17) This 
marked the beginning of the end for the physical temple in Jerusalem. Jesus 
would soon become the spiritual temple that all nations would enter and 
worship. Thus, no one would be able to prevent non-Jews from worshipping 



in God’s presence ever again. Mark 12:12 – “And they were seeking to 
arrest him but feared the people, for they perceived that he had 
told the parable against them. So they left him and went away.” The 
parable of the tenants was not a warning intended for people living two 
thousand plus years into the future, but a direct warning to the chief priests,
scribes, and elders living in the first century. Jesus was warning them that 
His Father would come and destroy them just as the owner of the vineyard 
destroyed the tenants. The chief priests, scribes, and elders were destroyed 
and thrown into Hell, (Gehenna; the valley of the Son of Hinnom) in AD 70. 
Mark 13:2 - “And Jesus said to him, ‘Do you see these great buildings?  
There will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown 
down.’ ” Mark 13: 4 – “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will  
be the sign when all these things are about to be accomplished?” Jesus told 
His disciples that the Temple was going to be torn down and not one stone 
would be left on another. The disciples wanted to know when it would take 
place. Jesus gives the answer in Mark 13:14, “But when you see the 
abomination of desolation standing where he ought not to be, then let those  
who are in Judea flee to the mountains.” The book of Luke gives some 
additional information. Luke 21:20-22- “when you see Jerusalem 
surrounded by armies, know that its desolation has come near. Then 
let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are 
inside the city depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter it,  
for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written.” The Roman 
Army led by Cestius Gallus surrounded the holy city of Jerusalem in AD 66. 
This heathen army had entered God’s holy land; a place where they 
shouldn’t have been standing and was considered an abomination. Nero had 
ordered Cestius to attack Jerusalem, but Cestius was a civil administrator, 
and had
no experience in battle. He was defeated by the Jews and soon withdrew his 
troops. It was at this time the Christians took heed Christ’s warning to flee. 
Flavius Josephus, a Jewish General, was captured during the Jewish War. As 
a prisoner, he wrote a history of the war, and stated the following: After this 
calamity had befallen Cestius, many of the most eminent of the Jews swam 
away from the city...(Jewish War 2:20:1). Eusebius says they fled to the city 
of Pella in Perea across the Jordan River (Eusebius, The Church History 
3.5).
Mark 13:19 – “For in those days there will be such tribulation as has not  
been from the beginning of the creation that God created until now, and 
never will be.” The creation of the Jews began when God made a covenant 



with Abraham. For approximately fifteen hundred years the Jews were 
God’s covenant people. During this time, tribulation came upon the Jews in 
722 BC when the Assyrians captured the Northern Kingdom of Israel and in 
586 BC when the Babylonians captured the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 
King Cyrus of Persia conquered Babylon in 539 BC. Cyrus allowed the Jews 
to return to Palestine and rebuild their temple. Although these were terrible 
times for the Jews, they still continued on as God’s covenant
people under the Mosaic Law. The destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple 
by Titus and the Roman Army was different. This time there would be no 
return to restore the Temple, and life under the Mosaic Covenant would 
come to an end. The horror of the war was worse than any war previously. 
During the siege, famine caused the death of many Jews. One Jewish mother 
was found consuming her own
child because she was starving. People would torture others until they 
revealed where there food was hidden. The dead were discarded over the 
walls because the stench had become so great.
The end of verse nineteen says, “and never will be.” How can Jesus say 
there will never be tribulation this great again when we know that greater 
human catastrophes in war have taken place since the destruction of 
Jerusalem? Jesus can say this because He’s speaking specifically about the 
Jews under the Mosaic Covenant. He is not speaking about any other nation 
in existence at that time or that would come in the future. The destruction of 
Jerusalem and the Temple in AD70 brought an end to the Mosaic Covenant. 
God will never again create and sustain this type of covenant people and 
religious system. Since God will never create this type of covenant people 
again, it would be impossible to destroy them in the future. Therefore, the 
destruction of Jerusalem was the greatest tribulation to
ever come on the Old Covenant Jews. Mark 13:28 – 31) “From the fig 
tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its  
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things  
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly, I say to you,  
this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” The 
phrase “Heaven and earth” refers to the Old Covenant and the authorities 
within that religious system. God destroyed the Heaven and earth of the Old 
Covenant in AD 70, but the words of Jesus did not pass away. The words 
Jesus spoke were of a New Kingdom of God that will never be destroyed, 
and of a New Covenant that will never pass away. Mark 14:58 – “We 
heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in  



three days I will build another, not made with hands.’ ” Although this 
statement was made by a false witness and was confusing to those
present, it summed up what would take place in the next forty years. First, 
Jesus foretells the AD 70 destruction of the physical temple in Jerusalem, 
made by the hands of men. Second, He predicts the building of a temple, not 
made with the hands of men. This temple would be Jesus Himself, which 
would be a spiritual temple built by the power of God. Mark 14:62 – And 
Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand 
of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” The metaphoric and 
symbolic uses of clouds are many, and furnish some of the most powerful 
figures of Scripture. In the Old Testament, Yahweh's presence is made 
manifest and His glory shown forth in a cloud. The cloud is usually spoken 
of as bright and shining, and it could not be fathomed by man: "Thou hast 
covered thyself with a cloud, so that no prayer can pass through" (Lam 
3:44). Yahweh Himself was present in the cloud (Ex 19:9; 24:16; 34:5) and 
His glory filled the places where the cloud was (Ex 16:10; 40:38; Nu 10:34); 
"The cloud filled the house of Yahweh" (1 Kings 8:10). In the New 
Testament we often have "the Son of man coming on" or "with clouds" (Mt 
24:30; 26:64; Mk 13:26; 14:62; Luke 21:27) and received up by clouds 
(Acts 1:9). The glory of the second coming is indicated in Rev 1:7 for "he 
cometh with the clouds" and "we that are alive shall together with them be 
caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord" and dwell with Him (1 Thess 
4:17). [The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia] When Jesus said I 
am, He was using the same I am that God used in the Old Testament to 
describe Himself. The two words for I am in the Greek are ego eimi, 
which means I exist. Jesus was declaring that He was I exist, which 
means He was proclaiming that He was God. Since Jesus was I exist or 
equal with God, He had the power to judge just as God judged Israel and 
other nations in the past by coming in the clouds (Ezekiel 30:3; Daniel 7:13; 
Joel 2:2). The high priest, chief priests, elders, and scribes knew exactly 
what Jesus was saying when He told them He was coming in the clouds. 
They knew that He was predicting a return to destroy them and that He 
would use an earthly force (the Roman Empire’s army) to accomplish the 
task. Jesus’ prophecy came to pass when Jerusalem and the religious leaders 
were destroyed in
AD 70 by Titus and the Roman legions. Mark 16:19 – “So then the Lord 
Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down 
at the right hand of God.” Jesus went back into glory and sat at the right 



hand of God after His death, burial, resurrection, and the commissioning of 
His disciples to proclaim the gospel to the
whole world (Roman Empire). Jesus returned to the glorious state that He 
had previously existed in before coming to Earth in human form. In heaven, 
He would no longer rule over a rebellious covenant breaking people, but a 
faithful covenant keeping people that are secured through His own payment 
for their sins.


