
Luke Commentary
The Gospel according to Luke is special in its own way in comparison 
to the other gospels. In it Jesus is revealed as the perfect man from 
Luke’s vantage point. It also has some unique features that none of 
the other gospels have, that stem out of the theme of Jesus being the 
role model for all. Luke, being a non-Jew and a physician, brings a 
broader perspective that makes this gospel easier to identify with. 

The address in the beginning is to the most excellent Theophilus, 
which translates as being a friend of God. So, if you share in that 
friendship with Jesus you’ll deeply appreciate this gospel’s point of 
view. It’s much easier to follow someone who is perfect, than 
someone who is not, agreed?

First, it’s interesting to note that in the book of Ezekiel and his vision 
in chapter 1, there is a corresponding face matching to each gospel. 
Each of the faces in the vision can be identified with a slightly 
different perspective of Christ from the four gospels. Matthew is the 
lion, the king of the beasts. Mark is the Bull. This depicts Jesus as the 
worker; beast of burden, and suffering servant. Luke illuminates 
Jesus as the perfect man, and John shows Jesus as the eagle with 
the heavenly perspective. Now let’s get back to how Luke saw Jesus 
in the first century.

Second, from the cradle to the grave and beyond, Jesus is depicted 
as the perfect man. Luke has the most detailed account of Jesus’ 
birth; which was so glorious. Also, it shows Him maturing as a child 
and adolescent, growing in knowledge, grace, and favor with both 
God and man. Philippians 2:6-8 illuminates that Jesus was fully 
human. After being baptized and reaching the age of thirty, Jesus 
received the Holy Spirit. Jesus migrates through very difficult 
temptations, with both grace and endurance. Note that Satan had a 
level of authority over the earth (Luke 4:6) at that point in time. 

Jesus was ready to begin His universe altering ministry. Serving in 
this ministry we see Jesus identify with the struggles mankind has, 
and we see Him face and overcome each one, yet without sin. 
Because of His blamelessness Jesus was then fully and uniquely 



qualified to be the perfect sacrifice for all time. Now no other 
sacrifices or physical temples are needed.

Third, continuing on with this theme of perfection there are other 
notable aspects about Jesus. Luke portrays Him as the Great 
Physician, healing the spirit, soul and body. This is admirable given 
mankind’s fleshly condition, and Luke’s medical background. Luke 
also shows Jesus’ recognition of godly women more than any other 
gospel, highlighting the women behind this courageous God-man. 

Another noticeable part of this gospel is the mention of joy, and 
rejoicing. You see the oil of joy in this perfect man’s life, because He 
deeply loved righteousness and hated lawlessness. Jesus served 
perfectly to bring a cultural change to this imperfect people; with 
much grace, love, mercy, and of course forgiveness. 

After His death and resurrection, He then proclaimed the ultimate 
adventure for those wholeheartedly following Him; the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:18). It is important to note that by that time 
Jesus had re-gained all authority over the earth (not the anti-Christ), 
and He still does. The advancement of this sacred charge brings this 
shared joy and true life to many. Although Jesus ascended to the 
right hand of the Father, Jesus is also God, a member of the Trinity, 
and thus omnipresent. Jesus is not limited to that sole location, as His 
post-ascension visits demonstrate (1 Cor 15:5-8, Acts 1:3 7:55 22:17-
18, 23:11 Rev 1:17; as well as John 14:18-21 and Rev 1:13 & 20).  

Fourth, the message was key in its timing in the History of God’s 
plan. Much of the Jewish culture had fallen into a state of decay, 
where most were only serving God with their lips, but their hearts 
were far from Him. They were also under foreign Roman rule, and 
unhappy with the government and political situation they found 
themselves in. God was in this time manifesting Jesus the perfect 
man as fulfilling the Old Covenant, as well as introducing the new. 
Jesus showed up on the scene to be their ideal leader, bringing them 
out of the old and into that which was new and refreshing with God. 
To those who followed Him it brought both sacrifice and unspeakable 
joy into their lives. 



Fifth, the unfortunate rejection by many was part of His perfect plan. 
That plan included suffering and persecution. Although Jesus 
prophesized that Herod’s Temple was going to be desolated in their 
generation, many chose to cling to the familiar. The temple was an 
impressive site, and was at the very center and heart of Jewish 
culture. It was the physical mailing address of God on earth. The 
common understanding was that it would last forever. The good news 
is that God has built a new temple in the Spirit, made without hands, 
so that all can experience His presence anywhere and everywhere.
This new spiritual temple is better in every way than the old physical 
temple. 

It’s interesting to note that the Lord exercised perfect patience in 
waiting 40 years, or a whole generation, before the old temple and 
the old city were destroyed. This gave that generation a very long 
time to consider, and to obey the message of Jesus. To come out 
from the old into the new, and to be saved from the wrath which was 
about to come through Titus and the Roman Legions. Jesus 
eliminated any room for any vagueness in Luke chapter 21. 

Sixth, a bit of symbolism is also used in the same passages 
surrounding the temple being destroyed. The key is letting the Bible 
interpret itself. Look how Scripture is used in other places, rather than 
peering at a current newspaper. This will give you true spiritual keys 
to open up the Bible and understand it correctly. Coming in the 
clouds, was used in showing the Lord’s returning in judgment. 
Heaven and earth was symbolic of the temple, because it was the 
place where heaven met earth as God’s home. You get the idea. 

With some study of symbols in other places in the Scripture we can 
arrive at accurate Biblical meanings. Since Jesus had an audience 
that was literate, and they knew God’s Word, they could easily 
identify with the symbolism. On our parts we have to study to grasp 
that earlier meaning. In this way we are not tripped up because of 
blindly taking Biblical passages in the flesh, literally, and in the 
natural. This is why Nicodemus did not understand about being born 
a second time.

Seventh, it is important to go back to the original languages. We can 
see that the true translation in these passages show the end of the 



age, not the end of the world. It’s true that last days hype sells a lot of 
Left Behind type books and movies. When you talk about the end of 
the world with its drama people are interested, but it’s important to 
note, that is not what the Scriptures are truly conveying. This same 
thought is consistent if you study out, “end of the world” or “end of the 
earth” in different places throughout the Bible. These terms are used 
to explain a time of transition in God’s perfect plan. There is even the 
saying mentioned that this is the beginning of birth pangs. God wasn’t 
ending the physical world, 

He was birthing a new era. A new time in which all could be included; 
Jew and Gentile alike in God’s plan through faith in Jesus. It wasn’t 
an exclusive club anymore, and all who had faith in this perfect man 
came into new joy, new life, and one no longer had to go to some 
geographical place to see God in His House. This ideal man was now 
available worldwide through the Holy Spirit, and there was longer 
prejudice or exclusion, against non-Jews, but grace and favor were 
available because of the man-God Jesus Christ.

Eighth, now having the threat of these cataclysmic events well behind 
us, we can simply enjoy the company of this perfect man. We can 
come into the mature things He has for us. We can also lead sound 
lives as Christians, because we can plan, and focus on the true life 
Jesus has for us more abundantly, and participate in His good plan. 
We can also participate in the Great Commission and advance the 
Kingdom of God (Luke 17:20-21); on earth here and now. 

We can build up the local church where we are, have great families, 
godly relationships, great careers of excellence, and overflowing joy 
as well. All of this is because of following and getting to know Jesus 
our Lord and Savior. John Noe’s http://prophecyrefi.org      book The 
Greater Jesus is highly recommended as it illustrates who Jesus is 
right now (rather than only 2000 years ago), and what He is actively 
doing. Remember, the Jesus depicted in the book of Luke is not 
exactly the same (in all ways) as He is today. Jesus has risen. Jesus 
has ascended. Jesus is now ruling. Jesus is the Living God forever!

http://prophecyrefi.org/

