
1 & 2 Kings Commentary
In First Kings we see the united kingdom from Solomon to 

Rehoboham. Chapters 1-11 describe Solomon’s ascension to his 
throne, his building activity, and the Israeli Golden Age. Then in 
Chapters 12-22 follows false religion, decline, and death; which 
results in a divided kingdom.

Chapters 12-16 depict antagonism between Judah and Israel, 
from Jeroboam to Omri. Chapters 16-22 describe the kingdom’s 
leadership from Ahab to the ascension of King Ahaziah.  

In Second Kings Chapters 1-17 we view a divided kingdom. 
Chapters 1-9 depict the reign of Ahaziah to the ascension of Jehu, 
and Chapters 9-17 from the reign of Jehu to the desolation of Israel. 
We then finish with Chapters 18-30 from the kingdom of Judah to the 
desolation of this southern kingdom. Chapters 18-20 describe the 
kingdom under Hezekiah, and Chapter 21 the reign of Mannasseh to 
Amon. In Chapters 22-23 we see the reform of Israel and Judah 
under Josiah, as well as the last days of Judah in Chapters 23-25. 
Chapters 25-30 are an epilogue, as well as describing the release of 
Jehoiachin.    

The time period runs from 1000-586 BC. In the original Jewish 
Texts, these books were regarded as one book. The two books 
contain the history of the Jewish monarchy from the death of David of 
David (970 BC) to the Babylonian exile (586 BC). They trace the 
division of the Jewish nation into the kingdom of Judah in the south 
and Israel in the north. 

First and Second Kings record Israel’s history from a religious 
rather than a civil viewpoint. As such they record the religious 
progress of the nation. They illustrate both the moral growth, as well 
as the spiritual decay of the people and of the kingdom.                  

First Kings opens with Israel in its glory. Solomon gains great 
fame and respect. The Temple is reconstructed with unsurpassed 
splendor. Second Kings, however; closes with Israel in ruins. In the 
end, Solomon walks away from God. His heart is divided and the 



kingdom goes on a collision course with captivity by the Assyrians 
after nineteen evil kings.

Judah’s picture is brighter. Like Ronald Reagan, godly and 
righteous kings occasionally emerge to reform the evils of their 
predecessors. In the end, however, sin outweighs righteousness. 
Judah is not left alive in the land. Judah is taken away by ungodly 
Babylon.     

The purpose of the First and Second Kings is to correct the 
lives and characters of the nation’s leaders. This serves as a warning 
and as an exhortation to all subsequent generations of believers. Do 
we vote for righteous Presidents, or unrighteous ones? 

Do we share in the sins of tax-payer funded abortion, gay-
marriage, and non-Christian education (also known as the public 
school system)? On that point, please read Gary DeMar’s book 
Whoever Controls The Schools Controls The World. Will God hold us 
and our nation guiltless for these unconfessed sins? First and Second 
Kings gives us the answer. May we learn the hard lessons we need 
to learn from them before it is too late. Christians need to do a lot 
more politically than only voting. Remember, we are the salt and light 
of the world! Christians are to be like leaven (Luke 13:20-21) , 
assimilating the entire loaf of bread.  


