
Hebrews Commentary
The book of Hebrews, which many believe was written by Paul, has a tri-
fold message to the Christian coming from a Hebrew background.  The 
most important part beyond the authorship is the very message itself to the 
Hebrews: to encourage them to go forward by growing into the people and 
church God intended.  It also included warnings to them about the dangers 
of being complacent and going backwards by revealing to reveal all the 
better things God had in store for them through Christ.

The word "Hebrew" has a very significant meaning: a river-crosser.  That 
was what happened when the Hebrews crossed over the Jordan into the 
Promised Land originally.  When Paul put this book together and titled it to 
the Hebrews, it was for all who were crossing over into the Promised Land 
of what God had for a Jewish person spiritually.  It also had significance in 
that they would come into the full blessing of what was promised.  Just as 
in the in the Old Testament Scriptures, there were many barriers to come 
into what God had promised. There were both enemies from the world and 
from among the people of God themselves. Both prevented and hindered 
them  from  crossing  the  Jordan  into  the  Promised  Land.  Paul’s 
encouragement to go forward included having endurance, walking by faith, 
being a testimony, staying teachable, being under grace, as well as seeing 
the completed picture of God’s plan. This was looking beyond the types 
and shadows set before their eyes in physical form—the temple, since God 
was preparing to remove it. God was removing the old building for the new 
one;  He  was  changing  His  old  garment,  which  was  temporal,  for  an 
eternally new look; and He removed the pivot point from a geographical 
center  in  Jerusalem,  making  Himself  globally  available  everywhere  to 
everyone  having  faith  in  Christ.  The  temple  made  with  hands  was 
disappearing, so people could see the true temple made without hands.

  There was much hardship when a Hebrew then confessed faith in Christ 
and went forward in obedience to serve the Lord.  Often they were kicked 
out of the temple and disassociated by their friends.  Families would even 
often have a mock funeral for their relative, son, daughter, husband, wife, 



etc.  Going forward, the family would treat them as if they were dead by 
having no association with the believer.  This heavy social and cultural 
pressure made it very tempting to go back to the way they had always 
traditionally done things.  Ignoring  Christ and what He had for them 
through revelation would, in effect, put them in the demolition zone of what 
God was about to destroy in AD 70—the temple of Jerusalem with its 
sacrificial system once and for all, because Christ had become the 
fulfillment of every offering and sacrifice. At the time it was the center of 
Jewish culture, and its destruction happened exactly as Jesus had 
prophesied about His coming in judgment.  In time statements such as "in 
these last days," the writer was not talking about the end of the world, but 
the end of the old covenant system.

  So God warned through Paul about the temptations of going back to what 
was being destroyed, but not without interweaving and  pointing to better 
things with Christ first.  It is remarkable to think of how many "betters" are 
in the book to encourage the Hebrew to go forward and cross over into the 
New Covenant and Promised Land with Christ.  The most significant of the 
"betters" are telling of Christ having a better name, being superior to 
angels, and many other aspects of His supremacy in God’s plan, being the 
Son.  Some of the other "betters" include a better name, better than angels, 
a better priesthood, a better covenant, better promises, blood that speaks 
of better things, a better city, a better country, a better sacrifice, a better 
high priest, a better tabernacle, a better ministry, a better throne, and a 
better hope.  What else is there?  The book of Hebrews could be easily 
called the book of betters.

 The writer pleads that the Hebrews would not get stuck or stopped in 
crossing over because of their own character, discouragement, or any 
other thing.  God’s intention is that they would fully come into the 
completeness of His plan for them individually and collectively as God’s 
people through being born again and continuing on with the revelations of 
Christ and His unfolding plan.  All of the better pictures should be carefully 
considered as each one is a significant message in itself, each one bringing 
greater liberty to the believer.  Also, as they learned to obey the Lord and 
fulfill the Christian ministry as revealed to them, they actually became 



better people, leaders, teachers, and escorts to help their fellow 
countrymen escape the many killings during the time of the destruction of 
Jerusalem as history documents.  Some of the other "betters" also include 
the famous Hall of Faith testimonies in chapter 11, each example of which 
gave the believer much encouragement to obey the Lord and identify with 
those who obeyed God, and that they were part of completing His work of 
the faith in History. A recommended commentary on the book of Hebrews 
is T. Everett Denton’s book From Flawed to Flawlessly Fulfilled. 

 So looking at the context of what was written to them at the time, we can 
learn much from this book.   We can learn much about going forward with 
God, the warnings of going back (even to types or religious forms, instead 
of Christ), and how that we can miss the benefits of all the "betters" Christ 
has for us.  This book was a call to the Christian to stand up and stand out 
as a believer in Christ in a good way, and to become mature. It was also a 
call to the believer to walk into fulfillment, to walk by faith, to walk in 
obedience, and to walk in grace, crossing fully over into what God had 
planned for them.


