
Habakkuk Commentary
Habakkuk means “embraced, pressed to the heart”. Martine Luther 
said it was a suitable name for one who takes his people in his arms 
to console them, as one takes a wailing child to nurse in the hopes 
that it may grow better, if God wills.

Dating the year of this prophecy, one might be satisfied with placing it 
in the year of Josiah, circa 626 b.c. Others might look favorably at the 
reign of Jehoiakim in the years 609-598, which would place the 
prophecy much closer to the captivity in 586.

Nahum, Zephaniah and Habakkuk have one central theme; how God
deals with mankind, governments and the individual in relation to 
judgment. Another similarity is the fact they all wrote from about the 
same time period. They very well might have been contemporaries 
and historically it has been recorded they seemed to borrow idioms 
and passages from one another. One might think this would lessen 
the impact of each book of prophecy, but to the contrary, it tightens 
the woven fabric of God in witnessing the consistent moving of 
Jehovah.

But for all the similarities, Habakkuk approaches the subject from a
different angle. He asks questions. He seems disturbed by God’s 
attitude of indifference to the iniquity forced upon His people. When 
God explains He is doing something by sending Babylon to destroy 
the land, Habakkuk has yet another question, “Why them?” as if there 
is another foreign army more worthy to attack God’s people. God 
then explains another aspect we see in His sovereignty; He will later 
judge Babylon for what they will do to Israel.

Habakkuk is more of a moral seer and theologian than the other 
Minor Prophets, by evidence of his questioning God’s purposes and 
ways. He also seems to hold or explain no rebuke to the people of 
God for the reason of the coming calamities. There is no mention of 
Idol worship, wicked high priests, Baal, Moloch or any such sinful 
activity in this book of Habakkuk. Rev. F. W. Farrar posits that the 
reason is because this was written after the reformation in the days of 
Josiah. (The Minor Prophets. P.161). Whether this is the reason or 



not may not matter. Habakkuk seemed very loyal and compassionate 
towards his own people and seeking a respite of judgment from 
Jehovah.

Romans, Galatians and Hebrews, probably the three most doctrinal
books of the New Testament, all quote from Habakkuk. Compare 
Paul’s phrase of “the just shall live by faith”, to Habakkuk 2:4 and you 
see how very important this little book was in the mind of the Hebrew. 
Even more important was that Paul was giving the Gentiles a look 
into Jewish history and bringing them into their rightful position of 
being true heirs along with the Jewish Christian.

The third chapter is almost a Psalm. It was once translated into a 
metric version by A.C. Gaebelein (The Annotated Bible, pp. 214-219). 
From these last two verses it has been thought he was a Levite.

From the Preterist viewpoint, we see the consistent action of God 
using foreign nations to accomplish His will, and then later judging 
that nation for exceeding His mandate.

This Scriptural evidence helps in the explanation as to why and how 
God used Rome to inflict and carry out punishment on apostate 
Jerusalem in accordance with Leviticus 26 / Deuteronomy 28. As 
Christ’s Kingdom increased, the ungodly aspects of the Roman 
Empire decreased. These Old Testament types and shadows are the 
convincing proofs of the New Covenant and Eternal Kingdom.


