
Genesis Commentary
Genesis is a Greek word meaning beginnings. Genesis 

illustrates the beginning of creation, man, sin, and redemption. Jesus 
cites Genesis as real history (Matt 11:24, Matt 24:37, Luke 17:32). 
Shouldn’t we receive Genesis as real history too?

The first eleven chapters illustrate four major events: creation, 
the fall of man, the global flood, and the Tower of Babel. The book of 
Genesis introduces us to the problem that all of us shares: mankind is 
sinful, and thus can’t fellowship with a sinless God. How is this awful 
and on-going problem to be solved?

First, one should understand that Adam and Eve were going to 
die physically even if they had not eaten the forbidden fruit. Genesis 
2:17 is traditionally rendered, “But you must not eat from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall surely die.” But in Genesis 3:6 Adam and Eve ate it, yet did not 
physically die. In fact, Adam lived a total of 930 years. So what 
happened? Did God lie? Of course not!    

In the Hebrew the end of Genesis 2:17 better reads “die dying.” 
It was the manner (separation from God and His presence) of their 
death that had changed. Adam and Eve were never meant to be 
immortal physically. Genesis 3:22 confirms this.  But why is this 
foundational truth important, and why does it serve to rebuff the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses when they come to your door?

Since the problem of spiritual death (separation from God) 
began in the Garden with the first Adam, Jesus, the second Adam, 
had the job of restoring God’s spiritual presence to humanity. Jesus 
defeated sin at the Cross, devastated death with His resurrection, 
followed up His victory on the Day of Pentecost, and culminated it in 
AD 70 when the old temple was destroyed, and the new temple 
(assembly of believers) remained standing. 

Today we live in that new temple, in which the Holy Spirit 
dwells. In John 14 Jesus even told His disciples it was good that He 
went away. Why? Because now, in what was then called the age to 



come, the Holy Spirit is with us day by day, second by second. God’s 
spiritual presence has been abundantly restored to us. So what was 
initially denied to humanity in Genesis 3:22, is no longer off limits. 
Thus, the tree of life, which is Christ, has been made readily available 
for all to eat in order to acquire true life.               

Genesis chapters 6-8 (specifically 7:17-24) makes it clear that 
Noah’s flood was global, and the scientific evidence for a global flood 
is overwhelming. The evidence includes, but is not limited to: multiple 
strata laid down quickly, little to no erosion between strata, sediment 
transported vastly and at great distances, rapid burial of animals and 
plants, and fossils of marine life buried well above sea level. 
Moreover, geological evidence from the Grand Canyon, as well as 
scientific evidence gleaned from the explosion of Mount Saint Helen’s 
in the 1980’s, has solidified support for a worldwide catastrophe. 
Noah’s flood was a real historical event. Science repeatedly confirms 
the Bible.           

Archeology also supports the Bible. Numerous ziggurats have 
been discovered in the Middle East, of which the Tower of Babel was 
one. 

From chapter twelve through fifty, God deals with man through 
four patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. Through this line 
the messiah would be born. Thus unfolds the history of redemption; 
that would eventually culminate at Calvary’s cross. Another prominent 
theme of Genesis is that the God of the Bible is the one and only true 
God. Obedience through faith in Him is rewarded with blessings, but 
unbelief and disobedience eventually result in only negative 
judgment.     

Today, some propose that the theory of molecules to man 
evolution has disproved creation, and thus the foundation of 
Christianity. Yet, molecules to man evolution is a theory that has 
been proven untenable in the light of genetics, the complexity of 
created beings, and the complex universe. Scientists are increasingly 
speaking out that random chance could not have made the universe, 
and us. For one, life can not randomly come from non-life (the big 
bang). Two, all species adapt to the environment through the loss of 



genetic information, and remain the same species. These are two 
fundamental indisputable scientific facts.  

My family and I were on vacation in Hawaii biking down Mount 
Haleakala. We stopped at the small museum, wherein the guide told 
us and a small group of people that the Nene Goose, which was 
related to the Canadian Goose, was evidence for evolution. I politely 
asked him if the both creatures were geese. He replied, “Yes.” I next 
asked him if the Nene had lost genetic information (the webbing in its 
feet), or gained it. He replied, “Lost.” I said, “If it lost genetic 
information and remained the same species, isn’t that the opposite of 
evolution (gaining genetic information and changing species)?” He 
remained silent for a while, and then replied honestly, “I’ll have to 
think about that.”    

Creation by intelligent design is the only possible scientifically 
valid conclusion. Once again, the Bible was right from the very 
beginning! An excellent ministry which thoroughly answers seemingly 
difficult questions about the book of Genesis, as well as creation and 
evolution, is Answers In Genesis. 


