
Ephesians Commentary
Ephesus was the same congregation mentioned in Revelation 

1:11 and 2:1. It was the capital city of the Roman province of Asia; 
which today would be located in southwestern Turkey. It was an 
important harbor. Due to a nearby river and sediment deposits it was 
in danger of being moved out of its coastline location. 

Ephesus was known for the worship of the pagan goddess 
Artemis (Acts 19:24); as well as other occult practices. Her temple 
was one of the seven wonders of the Roman world. The other six 
wonders were the Colossus of Rhodes, the Statue of Zeus, the 
Lighthouse at Alexandria, the Pyramids of Giza, the Mausoleum at 
Halicarnasse, and the Hanging Gardens of Babylon.  Paul ministered 
to the Ephesians for a long time during his third apostolic trip.

In the first three chapters, Paul emphasizes essential Christian 
doctrine. In the last three chapters, he demonstrates how to 
practically apply those doctrines to everyday life. If attitudes and 
behavior are not aligned to the Scriptures, change is required. This 
letter alone does not mention a single doctrinal issue which mandated 
correction, although Revelation 2:4 does. 

Unity in the assembly based on God’s Word is encouraged on 
account of the equality of all believers. Adoption through faith in 
Jesus Christ and God’s grace are expounded upon. Forgiveness, 
redemption, and spiritual warfare are also prominent themes. 
According to the New Testament Scriptures, how many apostles are 
named? How many prophets? If evangelists, teachers, and 
shepherds (pastors) exist today, then according to Ephesians 4:11, 
shouldn’t apostles & prophets also exist and function today? 

Ephesians 2:20-22 reads, “…built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ as the chief cornerstone. In 
Him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy 
temple in the Lord. And in Him you too are being built together to 
become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit. “    

The New Jerusalem is not a future physical building. It is a real 
spiritual building we have access to now. In fact, we are living stones 



in that building. Galatians 4:24-26 verifies this. The first century 
believers in Philadelphia were encouraged to overcome their 
circumstances, so that they could be made into (non-physical) pillars 
in the new Jerusalem. 

Moreover, Revelation 21:2 compares the new Jerusalem to 
Christ’s bride. The word as is employed in Revelation 21:2, which 
indicates a simile. The New Jerusalem is the assembly of believers, 
and Jesus has only one bride. God is not a two-timer. In addition, the 
Greek tense illustrates that the New Jerusalem does not have a one 
time physical coming, but comes continuously, as more and more 
believers become additional living stones.        

As a reward, the overcoming Ephesians were told that they 
would eat from the tree of life. May we become like the believers in 
Ephesus, seated in heavenly places (2:6) with Christ. May we also 
dwell in the New Jerusalem, as they did, with the apostles and 
prophets as the foundation, and Jesus Christ as the chief 
cornerstone. 

A fine commentary on the Book of Ephesians is Watchman 
Nee’s Sit Walk Stand. A key verse reads, “For it is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith - and this not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God – not by works, so that no one may boast.”      


