
Colossians Commentary
The book of Colossians was written by Paul from Prison shortly 
before destruction of temple. It is important because of it dealt with 
false teachings, and other stunting influences that could harm the 
church. Paul artfully writes to deal with those influences to not only 
clarify the truth, but to bring liberty from pure Christian doctrine. He 
then gives them the extra spice of the keys to the gospel that fit their 
culture. The book is also very fortified with healthy teachings to cause 
this adolescent church to grow into maturity, amidst all the outside 
influences and the materialism that was heavy in their culture.

The letter was shared with those in Laodicea also as it was close by, 
and they were undergoing the same local challenges together. It was 
written during the transition period between when Christ had died 
and resurrected and the temple being destroyed. Then external 
influences still had quite a pull on the church. Stoicism, where it was 
believed only certain people had access to the deeper things of God 
was very present in the culture. Judaism still had a very prevailing
influence to bring people into legalistic bondage. Paul very much 
addresses the outside influences facing this young church, and he 
empowers them with keys to not only be free spiritually, but spread 
the gospel and grow as a good testimony as well. There is very much a
highlighting of the need for Christ plus nothing in this book. He has 
given us access to the deeper things of God. He has fulfilled every 
promise and prophecy of the law and the prophets, so we don’t have 
to. 

Therefore they could be free from the influence of tradition, false
philosophies and legalism. The Judaizers’ present in that day tried to 
get the church to practice the law of the Old Covenant, instead of 
seeing Christ as having fulfilled it. Paul brings them back to the Lord 
and his influence is all we need. His ministry very much points to 
what we have access to in Christ by faith, and with grace, and His 
authority was supreme. Paul also mentions many other Christian 
Ministry resources in this book, and although he couldn’t be there 
himself since he was in prison, he sent and engaged many healthy 
Christian ministers to take care of, and encourage the church there.



The Colossi and Laodocian areas were quite wealthy as a culture. 
They were known for black wool fabrics for clothing, making 
medicine, being a center of commerce. It’s very interesting to
note that these types of things are also mentioned in Revelation 3. 
Paul was trying to point the church to be truly healthy with the 
eternal riches of Christ, and not to be fooled that outward
prosperity and materialism was everything. Much of the area was 
unfortunately destroyed by an earthquake within a generation after 
this was written. So God was using Paul to help the church be free, 
grow in character and number and truly hold onto and possess that 
which is most important in life, that which could not be shaken.

The book also has some of the best keys to grow in relationships as 
well. Every type of relationship is addressed in this book. Both love 
and attitude with each of those relationships is encapsulated in what 
is healthy and healing to grow in the relationships of our lives. 

There are not a huge amount of time statements in this little gem of a 
book. The important ones revealed in my opinion have to do with the 
access available to the believer to give them liberty. The favor that 
God had given all men, thru Jesus’ forgiveness was harder to see 
while the impressive temple of Judaism remained. It was because of 
the outward impressiveness of the time, that it was easier to be drawn 
back into Judaism, and proselytized since both old and new 
covenants had much in common. Paul mentions about being 
transferred out of darkness, into the kingdom in past tense. Also 
having been made complete was in past tense. Being made alive, 
rooted, having access, all in past tense, as these were things made 
available to them already thru the death burial and resurrection of 
Christ. All of these were in the past tense, and therefore available. 
There was nothing else to do. So Paul showed them the liberty that 
was available to them already, thru Christ plus nothing else.

The beauty of the nature of this book was it was tailored ministry to 
their culture. If you do have a chance to study the history of the area 
you can see that it fit them perfectly. The call to ministry and 
takeaways of this little book are incredible. They will help the church 
of any time survive and thrive and grow into maturity, and to truly 
have a healthy set of values. What is important will survive any time 
and culture, political change, earthquakes, or any other tragedy



that faces mankind. The great takeaway for ministry of this book is to 
have relevant and specific ministry to fit your time and cultural 
situation with all its influences. This was written for their time, and 
their day, and the context is important to understand why it was 
written. The applications we get however are timeless. Ministry which 
deals with negative influences, false doctrines, legalism, and 
sometimes even Christian tradition, enables the church to grow in
grace, and to be dynamic in every day, and every era.


