
Amos Commentary
James Ussher's The Annals of the World, page 75, year 783 b.c., the 
spring of 3221 AM, records that "the earthquake occurred in the year 
of Uzziah and Jeroboam II. Amos 1:1 records the prophecy was given 
then two years before in 785 B.C.

Whether we know for sure the years these events transpired may not 
be as important as what an exciting time this was! About the same 
century we read about Amos, Jonah had just finished his Nineveh 
message, and Hosea, Isaiah and Joel were also bringing God's 
messages. Amos joined the elite ranks of Judean prophets with 
Isaiah and Joel. Amos belonged to the group of prophets from the 
earliest period of the Assyrian reign. Dating has placed him the first 
among the 12 prophetic books. He fed his flocks about 6 miles south 
of Bethlehem and more than likely only tended herds, never owning 
them. He also was a gatherer of sycamore fruit. The Hebrew word 
tends to define this as a “pincher” or “nipper” of those figs. 

This is important to establish his socio-economic state since the fig 
had very little meat and usually just the poorest of society ate them. 
So here is Amos, poorer than most, humble and yet being used by 
God. We are witnessing God's man announcing His wrath for 
seemingly small issues as in Amos 7:17 when Amaziah asked Amos 
to not prophecy any longer but to return to Judah. Amos did not come 
up privileged enough to attend a Prophet's School, or be born into the 
bloodline of prophets. 

For the Christian, we see once again the comparison / parallel of how 
God would and did choose the base and socially disrespected things 
to accomplish His will. Also how God set the standard and pattern for 
what He would and would not accept from His “Israel.” 

God, with all foreknowledge, and accordance with His will before the 
beginning of time, chose the Gentiles and elect Jews as His new 
Israel / Bride / spiritual Jerusalem to advance what fleshly Israel had 
failed to accomplish. Amos is one more Old Testament example of 
how God dealt with His people; which would ultimately show the 
world what God was, and still is, seeking in His true spiritual Israel.


