
3 John Commentary

This letter is recorded as the third of the Apostle John's three 
letters. It is addressed to a particular person named Gaius. Indeed, 
the letter is quite personal, as it remains addressed to Gaius 
throughout, and two other individuals are named, Diotrephes (vs. 9) 
and Demetrius (vs. 12).

It is difficult to discern whether Gaius was an officer in the church, 
and if not, he was certainly one of the more active participants. It 
appears he was faithfully involved in a hospitality ministry for 
ministers that were sent out from John (vs. 5-8), a service for which 
he receives John's praise.

The occasion for the letter is to warn Gaius about a certain 
Diotrephes, who apparently was an overseer in a church that Gaius 
was closely associated with. It doesn't make sense that Gaius would 
have been directly involved under Diotrephes’ ministry, otherwise he 
would have likely known about, and been a victim of, Diotrephes' 
misbehavior, which involved misusing his authority by casting out the 
ministers that John had sent, thus challenging John's apostolic 
authority. It seems also that Diotrephes may have intercepted a letter 
John had sent and subsequently buried it (vs. 9). So this letter may 
be a warning for Gaius that he could face trouble from Diotrephes; 
the exhortation to imitate the good (vs. 11) could then be taken as 
encouragement to stand up against any attempt Diotrephes might 
make to challenge Gaius. John indicates that he will be coming in the 
future to deal with Diotrephes' bad behavior (verses 10 and 14).

In all, the letter highlights the importance of hospitality, in 
maintaining church order when trouble arises and to not give in to 
unjust behavior even if it comes from a church officer. The letter also 
displays the importance of the function of personal testimony for 
commendation purposes (or not). These messages are all wrapped 
up into a very personal letter from the Apostle John to an obviously 
beloved and trusted friend with whom John was very pleased.


