
2 Timothy Commentary
The second epistle to Timothy is very much a continuation of the first 
Epistle, yet it has a few great nuances. It was written within a year of 
the first epistle. Paul wrote it from prison, where he knew soon he 
would lose his life because of the Gospel. Paul writes about being 
faithful and finishing fighting the good fight, now mentioned three 
times. Here are a few of the interesting highlights that make this 
second letter special, as well as some thoughts and themes we can 
take away. Audience relevance is important, in that it was written to 
them, in their day. But we can still benefit from the spiritual principles 
as they apply to us today.

Discipleship is one very important principle (2 Timothy 2:2). Jesus 
discipled the twelve, then sent out the seventy-two, and established a 
pattern for us to emulate today. As a mature believer, you are to be 
discipling someone. If you are a new believer, then you should be 
actively discipled by a more mature believer. Are you doing either?   

Paul mentions much about his calling being divine, of gifting and of 
grace, and encourages Timothy that his was the same way. Paul’s 
greeting, and interwoven thoughts throughout the book mention being 
called by the will of God, supplied by Him, empowered by Him, and 
supported by Him. He functions in His grace, and Paul encourages 
Timothy to be empowered, and to work the same way. To be driven 
by grace, and God’s influence was important. That is how the work of 
the ministry could be accomplished, and God would be glorified. He 
contrasts that in this book with men holding to a form of Godliness but 
denying His power.

Now we face similar problems. Even today some believers deny the 
active ministry of the Holy Spirit, in effect, dismissing Him as a lesser 
member of the Trinity. In contrast, Jesus told his followers it was good 
for Him to go away, so that the Holy Spirit would come (John 14:25). 
Yes, all Bible Prophecy was fulfilled in the first century (Matt 24:34, 
Luke 21:22). But, love is still in effect today. Likewise, the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are all
still in effect today as well (1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12), etc…The 
living God and His power are still actively in effect today: 



2 Timothy 3:16 reads:  “All Scripture is God-Breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness.”   

1 Corinthians 14: 1 reads: “Follow the way of Love, and eagerly 
desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of Prophecy.” 

Paul’s themes of encouragement for Timothy to keep being faithful to 
the Lord, and treasuring what was entrusted to him continue on in this 
Book. Paul again emphasizes stirring up the spiritual gift of God 
within him, not shrinking back, and not being ashamed. He again 
emphasizes the importance of the word of God being at the forefront 
of importance to determine the truth. He was to study it, and not to 
get caught up with being distracted over arguments that were not 
important to the truth. Timothy was partially learning by both 
apprenticeship and repetition, as any good disciple / teacher would.

Again, Paul confronts false teaching and the Judaizers in this letter. 
Paul mentions specific names of individuals opposing him, and the 
gospel, even some false teaching regarding the resurrection. It is 
important to note the resurrection of Christ, and the resurrection of 
the first-fruits (Matt 27:51-54) had already taken place, but not the 
general resurrection; which was yet to occur in AD 70. This may help 
explain the error Hymenaeus and Philetus made. 

Paul also gives probably the best description of the fallen corruptness 
of people and false ministries in the book as in anywhere in the Bible. 
Paul again time stamps the book with the phrase in the last days (2 
Timothy 3:1), that is, the last days of the old covenant (30 – 70 AD).

So, as the last days were coming to a close with Herod’s Temple to 
be destroyed, the message of the gospel was advancing. More and 
more people in society were following Christ and living in his Kingdom 
with persecutions. They were being discipled. As a picture typology 
Paul mentions Jannes and Jambres, who were the false priests in 
Moses’ day who thru down their staffs just as Moses did. In the end it 
was Moses staff which turned into a serpent and ate their staffs and 
was shown to be greater. These priests of Egypt, were there to hold 
the people of God in slavery in Egypt, and keep them out of the 
promised land, to keep them from the best of what God had for them.



The current Judaizers were the same way in type, in fact Jerusalem 
is also reckoned to Egypt in typology in the Book of Revelation as 
well. Following the thought that the people of God eventually got out 
into the Promised Land, as was the hope of Paul. Moses and Joshua 
being types of Christ would lead the people out of the land of Egypt 
and death, out of the old covenant into the new. Following Him they 
would escape the destruction that came upon that oppressive land, to 
a new place of their own promised by God. Historically well over a 
million lost their lives in the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. Sadly, 
this was the earmark of the end of the old covenant. 

Paul encouraged Timothy not only to be faithful, but to entrust to 
others what was given to Him in the Lord. Timothy was to find faithful 
men who would teach, and continue the work, even beyond his own 
mortality. Paul mentioned that suffering and being a soldier were also 
parts of this walk, and to still remain faithful. Expect it. He didn’t sugar 
coat the fact that it would be difficult, but he encouraged Timothy to 
be true to the great work of the ministry and to loving the church.

There is a noticeable tenderness and Godly love in this letter as well. 
You can sense the endearment of Paul to Timothy and those who 
had served together with him, even as Timothy being his spiritual 
son. Paul invariably points Timothy back to fellow ministries, and the 
ministry family throughout this book. This was to help keep Timothy 
oriented with his spiritual family, and fellow ministers in the event of 
Paul’s departure.

Great takeaways from this book are to remain faithful, soldier on, and 
keep growing in the gifting God has for each person in ministry. To be 
as an Olympic Athlete, competing for an even greater prize than gold 
or silver. Equally as great are the subtle messages to be empowered 
by God, and holding fast to, and studying His word. 

Although there may not ever be again a time so difficult in this world, 
still there is strong persecution in different parts of the earth in every 
age. The ministry of The Voice of the Martyrs expounds upon this. 
Christ’s gospel, along with faithful men and women will prevail in the 
end, and bring new life to every person and culture that embraces 
Jesus. This intrinsic value extends beyond us, and beyond our 
lifetime, to bring the blessing of the truth and salvation to others.


