
2 Peter Commentary
This letter is known as The Second Epistle of the Apostle Simon 
Peter (one of the original twelve disciples of Christ, Matthew 4:18-20). 
Except for stating that it was addressed to those of the faith (1:1), and 
except for indicating that it was addressed to the same audience as 
that of Peter's previous epistle (3:1), the recipients of this 
correspondence are unnamed. However, Peter's prior letter, known 
as The First Epistle of Peter, states that the recipients were of the
Diaspora—the elect of God (1:1). Such references as Noah (2:5), Lot 
(2:6-8), and the speaking donkey (2:15-16) suggest that the 
addressees were well learned in Israel’s history, pointing to the 
remnant of Israel.

The date of this letter cannot be positively pinpointed, but was 
probably penned shortly before Peter's death—that which he felt was 
soon to come (1:13-15; cf. John 21:18-19). Tradition reports that 
Peter was martyred in AD 68. There is also very little insight internally 
or externally concerning the location from which it was written. 

The purpose of this epistle was one of encouragement. Peter 
reminded his audience of all the fruitful and effective qualities in 
which the elect of God must continue to follow in order to make their 
election certain. By doing this they would also be prepared for false 
teachers and false prophets (2:1) who were prophesied to arise 
among God’s elect as a sign before the time of the end (e.g. Matthew 
24:11 & 24). 

Peter provided his readers encouragement in that God would deliver 
them just as He delivered Noah and Lot from their unrighteous 
circumstances and that the unrighteous ones would receive their just 
punishment. Just as he did in his first letter, Peter told his readers to 
remember all the prophecies made, reminding them that scoffers 
would come in the last days, but they needed to persevere, for the 
Lord was not delaying, merely allowing the right amount of time to 
pass for the salvation of the elect of God.


