
2 John Commentary
This letter is recorded as the second of the Apostle John's three 

letters, and is cryptically addressed to “the chosen lady and her 
children.” It is very safe to assume that John was writing to a church 
community here, and this becomes obvious when John uses the 
second person plural in verse 6, “...even as you did hear from the 
beginning, that in it you may walk,...” (YLT). “The children of your 
chosen sister” of verse 13, then, probably references a community 
with whom John was associating at the time of his writing.

The letter is very short, and reiterates some important themes 
found in John's first letter. These include:

2 John Text Similar 1 John Text
(5) Not a new command: love one 
another

2:7-8

(5-6) Love one another = Love is to 
walk in (God's) commandments

c.f. 5:2

(7) Deceivers, “antichrists,” teach that 
Jesus did not come in the flesh.

4:2-3

Noting that these three verses (5-7) comprise the core of John's 
second letter, we can assume that the occasion for this letter was 
very similar to that of his first. That is, pastor John was dealing with a 
group of secessionists who were the same, or similar to, the ones of 
his first letter, and was exhorting his faithful hearers to not only reject 
their teaching, but to (unlike his first letter) physically disassociate 
with those who might arrive and try to foist their inauthentic teaching 
upon them (verses 10-11). But John’s motivation for writing this was 
his concern that they receive their full reward at the Lord's parousia 
(vs. 8).

John counters the idea of disassociation from the heretics by 
saying that he desired to physically join them (vs. 12). Verse 12 is 
repeated almost verbatim in his third letter (3 John 13-14). But this 
idea of “I have much to write to you” is also an echo of the last line of 
John's Gospel (John 21:25), providing a stylistic binding amongst his 
writings.




