
2nd Corinthians Commentary
Paul not only addresses Corinth, located on the Eastern portion of
Achaia, but all believers within Achaia, the country in which Corinth 
exists. The Western coastlands flank the Adriatic Sea, lying 
southwest of neighboring Italy. Paul assures these believers his 
sufferings are not in vain, un-noticed by God but rather are the very 
tools by which God’s Will and Purpose will be accomplished. 

Paul lays out the very real perils he has faced admitting he is 
powerless to deliver himself and therefore places his life in God’s 
hand. He is urging the Church to shore him up with their prayers, in 
order that many more may be able to thank God (enter the Kingdom) 
as a result of Paul’s message and their many prayers. 

Paul explains the change of plans regarding his visit in hopes the 
Church will not be disillusioned by his absence, and that they will 
understand the message the message they previously received, 1st 

Corinthians, remains unchanged despite their sadness from his 
absence. Paul reassures them that all God’s promises are yes in 
Jesus and that they are co-workers with him and, along with Paul, 
possess the Holy Spirit as their proof of future participation in the 
(soon coming) Day of the Lord. Verses that should be of interest to 
the fulfilled covenant viewpoint:

Chapter 1:

They were experiencing tribulation and persecution outside of Rome. 
This rejects the Dispensationalist opinion that this couldn’t be signs of 
the End, since only in Rome was supposedly their Christian 
Persecution exercised. V.8- Proof Christians were being persecuted 
everywhere. V.13-this is an allusion to the Day of the Lord and the 
coming judgment/parousia.

Chapter 2:

V.10 – notice the Apostolic passing of forgiveness that Jesus 
originally bestowed on the disciples. Is this noteworthy to recognize 



that we actually see the gifts being bestowed upon the Church or is 
this just a figure of speech? I choose the former.
V.17- Reference to the Jewish leader’s teachings.

Chapter 3:

V.3- Paul begins to establish the difference between the tablets of 
stone and tablets of the heart. This verse explains the usage of the 
phrase “glory to glory”, which is oft misinterpreted. The very important 
set-up here is the contrast of the “ink/tablets of stone” and the “Spirit 
of the Living God/fleshly tablets of the heart”. Law –vs- Spirit.
V.6- Paul is administrator of the new covenant/the Spirit/the heart, not 
of the letter/law. The Letter/Law kills but the Spirit makes alive.
V.7 -The Law came in glory. Moses had to cover his face with a veil.
V.8- How much more glorious shall the Spirit be?
V.9-The ministration of Law/condemnation was glorious, but much 
more glorious is the new covenant.
V. 10- Even the Law, though glorious, was not truly glorious 
compared to the superior glory
V. 11- The Law of condemnation was fading, that was the first 
covenant. Now the New Covenant/Spirit/Glory was remaining.
V. 13-14. Moses hid behind the veil so the Hebrews couldn’t see the 
glory fading. The Jews minds were hardened and could not 
understand except through Jesus.
V. 17- a controversial verse for the scholar and student of Scripture. 
For those who see the New Covenant and restoration from God as 
the object of God’s will, then the Holy Spirit would not necessarily be 
needed under the New Covenant. Yet, it could be argued here that 
Paul considered the Holy Spirit to be God and God to be the Holy 
Spirit. To not have relationship with the Holy Spirit is to not have 
relationship with the Father and vice versa.
V18. From “Glory to Glory” simply means as the covenant of lesser 
glory was fading and useless, another greater glory would takes its 
place. This should not be taught as a life application message using 
our own personal advancement as obtaining a greater glory. This was 
indeed a process initiated, implemented and fulfilled without help from 
man. This also means that we can approach and see God face to 
face, since the better lasting glory is here and the veil has been 
removed.



Chapter 4

V.2- Paul is comparing his ministration of the glory/covenant with that 
of the ministers of the old covenant/glory, actually exposing to us the 
deeds of the Temple leaders.
V.3- “To those…” describes the Jews. Since, for the most part, 
Gentiles were coming to Christ; they weren’t so much the “lost”. Paul 
was not referring to the Jewish converts at Jerusalem.
V.4- Those “minds” that had been blinded is explained in Ch. 3:15 as 
the Jews who refuse to repent and accept Christ as Messiah.
V.5- Another comparison between Paul and the Jewish Leaders.
V.7- Definition of “earthen vessels” as translated in both Young’s and 
the Peshitta, Is interpreted as merely the clay pots in which the 
writings of faith were stored. It is my opinion that Paul is describing to 
his readers that all of the writings of the Law and Prophets were not 
only being preserved as the evidence of the Christians true 
inheritance but that those “treasures” reveal Christ and were proof 
that everything Paul taught was not a “new thing” but actually was 
said from the beginning and now fulfilled in the Savior. This passage 
has been stretched to refer to believers possessing the Holy Spirit
or Faith. The true treasure of this verse is how Paul embraced the law 
and how it pointed to Christ. He was explaining that Christians had 
actual proof that the Gospel was intended and spoken of from eons 
past.
V.8-11 more recognition of the persecution Christians were facing.
V.16 Paul’s usage of the word “decay” is nowhere followed with an
explanation that someday his dry bones would be reassembled and 
joined in heaven. Paul is making it clear this process would be 
spiritual.
V.18- Paul writes the changes to come should be expected as 
unseen. The resurrection is eternal as was his heavenly body. The 
body is seen, therefore, as temporal.

Chapter 5

V.1 Paul’s use of the word “if” instead of “when” indicates he was
anticipating the parousia in his lifetime. Paul was hoping not to face 
that separation in Hades upon the cessation of his heartbeat which 
would separate him from God until the resurrection. Further, Paul 
speaks of his “earthly tent”/ body/ house being destroyed. He knows 



that the next step is the eternal house, which he already established 
that eternal consists of the unseen. Paul is not hoping to receive his 
new updated physical body.
V.2 Paul longs to be released from the body and be at home in the 
eternal invisible house in heaven. As an allegory, Paul speaks of 
passing from the old covenant to being clothed with the new. Paul 
dreaded the thought of being spiritually “naked”, without a covenant 
with God.
V.3 Even with material clothing, they would still be without a 
covenant.
V.4- If Paul is speaking of the two covenants, this explains his point. 
The weight of the Law had all creation (the inhabitants, not rocks and
shrubbery), groaning. Yet, they still burdened themselves with more 
Law. The more they added to this ministration of death, the more 
glorious the second glory would be. Paul uses no language to lead 
the reader to understand that he is speaking of a rejuvenation of the 
old flesh.
V6. Physical body=absence from the Lord. If we try to interpret “body” 
as the universal Church of Believers in Christ, then we get lost and 
confused thinking as long as we are in fellowship at our local Church, 
we are apart from God. So that is not the path to follow when 
interpreting this verse. So Paul is either speaking of the physical body 
or the old covenant. But since Paul preached “God within”, the 
mystery revealed, it is difficult to think Paul was speaking anything 
other than about the covenants. Of course, study for yourselves to 
decide.
V.8 to be absent from the Old Covenant is to finally be present with 
the Lord, or to be free from your earthly body is to be with Christ. 
Either way, the concept of the fleshly body being used at some point 
in the future to “clothe” us does not stand the scrutiny of Scripture.
V.9 Whether they have a covenant or not, they must still be pleasing 
to God. Paul is preparing for the worst situation. Consider too than 
many patriarchs and Fathers of the Faith lived without a covenant 
and were pleasing to God. So it wasn’t impossible, just not ideal.
V.10 Paul is using “body” not just as the fleshly organic makeup, but 
as the whole sentient being.
V.16 Paul is appealing to them to change the way they view each 
other now. Not to judge as they once did, but as a new creation.



V.21 Great example of how God exclusively created righteousness 
with no help or participation of man. Nothing Paul did added to the 
work from God.

Chapter 7.

V1. These promises are from Ch. 6:16-18
V.2-4 encouragement to be steadfast with patience.
V.5- as explained in Ch. 6
V.8- Evidently Paul’s first epistle hurt their feelings but they must 
have needed to hear the message he sent and finally referring back 
to Ch. 2.
V. 10 Nice comparison between the two sorrows of life. Godly sorrow 
led them to repent.
V.11-12. This may possibly be referring to the reason or person Paul 
wrote to them about in his first letter. The man who took his father’s 
wife. This chastising he gave them in 1st Cor. 5 might be what 
saddened them to the point of repentance.

Chapter 9 

More than likely this “fund” he mentions throughout chapter 8 and 9 
was going back to the poor believers in Jerusalem. In this act of 
giving, the Gentile Churches were expressing their love, support and 
unity toward the Christian Jews. This is expressed in verse 13

Chapter 10

V. 1-5 Paul now turns his attention to a possible problem. Some are
accusing Paul of enjoying the benefits of the ministry and living for his 
own desires at the expense of the givers. So after 10 instructive, 
deeply theological chapters, we find Paul explaining precisely why he 
is coming to see them.
V. 6 this group of the disobedient is the group referred to in verse 2.
Though Paul has seemed weak in person, he understands his 
perception is that he talks a good game in letters but comes across 
as a lightweight when present.
V. 11- Paul is explaining what is about to happen when he gets there. 
This in reference to verse 2. He is bringing a rebuke.



Chapter 11

V. 2- God was in the process of a divorce. The wedding table is set. 
The guests were invited but rejected the invitation. Servants were 
sent to invite the world. The marriage of the lamb is about to incur. 
Paul had betrothed the Church in marriage.
V. 4-12 Paul defends his ministry in a famous example of sarcasm 
and illustration.
V. 13-15- Paul calls satans ministers of righteousness as false 
apostles and deceitful workers.
V. 16-19 Paul continues his defense of foolish conjectures with the 
view that the audience is fully aware of what Paul is saying. The 
reader should identify the characters mentioned in verse 20 as the 
same ones mentioned in verse 13. More than likely Jewish converts 
spreading wrong doctrine, trying to place Christians back under the 
Law.
V. 22-24- More hints as to the identity of these groups combating 
Paul: Hebrews, Israelites, descendants of Abraham and ministers of 
Christ.

Chapter 12

V. 1-12 Paul finishes the defense of his apostolic authority and 
focuses on the Grace of God.


