
1 Thessalonians Commentary
The first letter to the Thessalonians is believed to have been written 
around AD 50-53. Support for this comes from timelines given in the 
book Acts which have been coupled with accounts of Roman and 
Jewish History. I see no reason to challenge this belief. I will speak of 
this letter as though it had chapters. However we know that it was not 
written in that manner. 

Chapter One

This letter to the Thessalonians begins with Paul giving grace to and 
peace from God and Christ. Paul commends them for their faith 
because it did not come easily. Even though the word being delivered 
to them had its challenges from outside influences, they still received 
it with joy. Their spirit was not only an example to those around them, 
but it was also spread abroad. People all over the region witnessed 
their faith and how this group had changed. It was a living testimony 
to God and to Christ. 

Chapter Two

Paul begins this chapter by reminding his brothers that his time with 
them was not in vain. Even after being abused for their testimony in 
Phillipi, they still took a stand in Thessalonica to bring the truth of the 
word to them. Paul explains that their witness in Thessalonica was a 
labor of love. This appears to be a relationship that was dear to 
Paul’s heart. He tells them in 1 Thess. 2:12 that they are worthy of  
God, who has called them to His kingdom and glory. The term 
kingdom here is referring to the New Covenant. This covenant is 
found in Hebrews 8:10-12. A kingdom is the covenant in which a 
group of people live in, or under. This is the covenant we live under 
today. In verses 13–20 Paul continues to remind them that he 
continually thanks God for their embracing of the truth. He 
acknowledges their sufferings at the hands of their countrymen just 
as the Jews also suffer at the hand of other Jews. He expresses his 
desire to see them in person but this has not been possible because 
of the work of satin. Paul finishes by telling them that they are a 
source of honor and joy to him and his fellow disciples. 



Chapter Three

Paul explains that he could not come to them so he sent Timothy to 
them. Timothy was to continue to encourage them concerning their 
faith. Paul did not want them to grow weary in their faith because of 
the afflictions they were suffering. When Timothy returns to Paul he is 
pleased to hear that their faith is still strong. Paul encourages them to 
continue in their love for one another and all people in order to 
establish their hearts blameless in this the advent or coming 
(G3952) of Jesus the Christ with all his saints. I believe the union 
between Christ and His saints (the holy ones G40) to have taken 
place at the resurrection not in AD 70. The advent is an ongoing 
presence not an event. 

The word “advent” or “parousia” in Greek (G3952) is used four times 
in 1 Thess. And three times in 2 Thess. Parousia is used 24 times in 
the New Testament and is most often translated “coming”. The word 
“come” or “erchomai”, in Greek (G2064), is used four times in 1 Thes 
and two times in 2 Thess. Erchomai is used 639 times in the New 
Testament and is most often translated “come or came”. I felt the 
need to make the distinction here between these two Greek words 
that are often translated into the same English word. I will explain why 
I feel this is important in the next chapter. 

Chapter Four

Chapter four begins with instruction on how to live daily and points 
out that any person who took issue with the way they were living was 
in fact taking issue with the Father (verse 8). In versus 9-12 Paul 
commends them on their love for each other and the fact that they 
are self-sufficient and keep to their own affairs. 

We are now going to take a look at possibly five of the most 
referenced scriptures in the New Testament (1Thess 4:13-17). When 
Paul speaks of the resurrection of the dead most believe he is looking 
forward to a future event. Futurists will say that Paul is pointing to the 
future rapture of God’s people and the end of the world. An event 
that they believe hasn’t happened to this date (2012). Some preterists 
will say Paul is pointing to the rapture of the church in AD 70. 
However, I believe Paul is looking back at the resurrection events and 



is referencing the bodies which came out of their graves after Jesus’ 
resurrection (Matthew 27: 52.53). I believe I Corinthians 15: 12-14 is 
another example of this looking back at the crucifixion and the events 
that immediately followed. Let’s take a look at these three verses 
holding them in a past tense mindset: 

1Cor.V12- Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead,  
how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the 
dead? 
1Cor.V13- But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ  
not risen. 
1Cor.V14- And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and  
your faith is also vain? 

If you believe there is only one subject matter in these verses, that 
being the resurrection of Jesus, then these verses are hard to follow. 
It seems like a lot of double talk. He could have simply said: “if you 
do not believe Jesus was resurrected then your faith is in vain”. 
The reason he doesn’t is because he is speaking of two different 
resurrections. The resurrection of Jesus and the resurrection of the 
dead; “those who came out of their graves” right after Jesus 
(Matthew 27: 52, 53). He is looking back at the resurrection events 
and explaining that it was mandatory that they believe that a physical 
portion of Israel had been harvested from the earth. If they did not 
believe that the dead had been resurrected then they could not 
believe that Jesus had been resurrected either. The two events went 
hand-in-hand and could not be separated. Those who came out of 
their graves were the Holy of Holies. The Greek word used to 
describe the dead is “hagios” (G40). It is the same word used to 
describe the Holy Spirit and Jesus. We know that Jesus descended 
into the abyss and preached to the souls right after he gave up his 
spirit (1 Peter 3:19). It was on the command of his voice that these 
dead were awakened. They followed Jesus out of their tombs to 
become the first fruits (Rev. 7:4 and 14:3).
 
Let’s look at 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 in their typical future 
translation. 

V 13- “now I would not have you to be ignorant brethren, concerning  
them which are asleep”… 



V14- “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also that are fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring with him”. 
V15- “For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which  
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
them which are asleep”. 
V16- “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,  
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God; and the  
dead in Christ shall rise first”. 
V17- “Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; so  
shall we ever be with the Lord”. 

Since I believe these verses need to be written in the past tense, I  
feel we need to take a look at these Greek words and their definitions  
to show that they do not demand a future or past tense. 

V13- The words them which are asleep are the Greek word 
“koimao” (G2837). It is defined as to put to sleep or to slumber.  
The translation in this verse implies that the dead are still sleeping. 
V14 - the words will God is actually just God, the Greek word is 
“theos” (G2326) the word will has been placed in front of the word 
God. This is the only time out of 1172 verses that this was done. 
V14 - the word bring is the Greek word “ago” (G71), it is defined as 
to lead. 
V15- we have four words which should be looked at: 
1. The word unto is the Greek word “ies” which is defined as to or 
into, indicating a point reached, or entered of place, or in time 
(G1519). I feel in is a better translation here. 
2. The word coming is the Greek word “parousia” which is defined as 
a being near or advent. This word is used to indicate a presence 
(G3952). 
3. The word shall not is the Greek word “oume” which is defined as a 
double negative, meaning “not at all” (G3364). 
4. The words them which are asleep which is the Greek word 
“koimao” (G2837), it is defined as to put to sleep or to slumber. It is 
translated the same in verse 13 above. 
V16 - the words shall descend are the Greek word “katabaino” which 
is defined as to descend (G2597) 
V16 – The words shall rise which are the Greek word “anistemi” is 
defined as raise up (G405). 



V17 - the words shall be caught up are the Greek word “harpazo” 
which is defined as catch, (G726). 
V17- the words shall always which are the Greek word “panote”, 
which is defined as always (G3842). 
Verses 13-17 can all justifiably be placed in a past tense context and 
I believe they should. Why? 

Well, if you understand Matthew 27 as the fulfillment of the physical 
resurrection of the dead, then you to would understand why a past 
context is needed here. These holy ones were the first fruits of God 
and Christ (Revelations 14:4). They died before the cross, 
understanding that a future “rebirth” of mankind would take place at 
some point in the future. They trusted God, that what they were 
asked to do in their lives was an important part of the process taking 
place for all mankind. They were obedient to God’s request in their 
life and Matthew 27: 52, 53 is a picture of them being rewarded for 
their faithfulness. Paul is not speaking of a future coming in verse 16. 
He is speaking of Christ’s Manifestation in the flesh, Jesus’ ministry 
on earth. Isn’t this what Jesus meant when he proclaimed the fields 
white for harvest? I believe it is, and I believe this is what Paul is 
speaking of here, the beginning of harvest. 

One important and relevant question we need to ask ourselves is 
when does Christ become the eternal high priest. If we insist it was 
after the ascension, then we miss the events in 1st century which 
were the types and shadows of the Jewish culture. If the earthly types 
of Jewish traditions required the involvement of the high priest then 
why wouldn’t the eternal shadow also require the eternal high priests 
involvement? Below is the translation of verses 13-17 in the past 
tense. 

13-But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning  
them which slept, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no  
hope. 
14- For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, them 
also which slept in Jesus, God brought with him. 
15-For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which  
are alive and remain in the coming of the Lord did not at all prevent 
them which slept. 



16-For the Lord himself descended from heaven with a shout, with  
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God, and the dead  
in Christ rose first. 
17- After that, we which are alive and remain have been taken 
together with him in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, as so at  
all times we are with the Lord. 

V15 - I feel the translation of the phrase unto the coming in verse 15 
should be translated in the presence. As stated previously at the end 
of chapter 3, I believe the advent of Christ to be a never ending 
presence, not a onetime event or series of events. There are 
examples of future “coming events”  in the Bible. Paul gives us an 
example of one in Chapter 5:2 when he speaks of the day of the 
Lord cometh. This word cometh is defined as to come or go 
(G2064), and the “day of the Lord” is an event occurring within the 
advent. 

V17 - I would like to note here that the word together in verse 17 
denotes an association of time and does not demand that what is 
happening to the dead be the same in nature to what is happening to 
the living; just that it is in close proximity of time. 

V17 - the word with in verse 17 is defined as a union. I have 
changed the word them to him because I believe the union taking 
place is between Christ and the dead and between Christ and the 
living. The union is not between the dead and the living. Also, the 
living did not have to become dead for this process to take place. 
After the physical resurrection of the dead, this union was spiritual. 
Jesus proclaimed it (Matthew 19:28) and I believe Paul understood it 
(1 Thess. 5:10). Those alive during the advent of Christ after the 
physical resurrections would experience a spiritual change. This is 
why when Paul speaks of the resurrection of the dead, he is always 
looking back at the resurrection of Jesus and the holy ones that came 
out of their graves after Jesus (Matthew 27:52,53). A few examples of 
this are 1Corinthians 15:12-13, which we looked at earlier, Acts 
17:18, Acts 17:32, and Acts 26:8. What we are seeing was a type and 
shadow of Jewish tradition. Jesus was the lamb (the blood offering at 
Passover), and the holy ones were the wave sheaf offering (the first 
fruits offering of grain removed from the earth for the spring harvest). 
This offering started the counting of weeks to Pentecost. It was a 



required offering by the high priest. We know Jesus is the eternal 
high priest, and I believe the holy ones in Matthew are this wave 
sheaf offering to the Father. He ascends to the Father with this gift of 
men. This is the fulfillment of Psalms 68:18. It is also the picture 
painted in Revelations 14: 1-7 where the first fruits of the Lamb and 
God are worshiping the Lamb, learning new song’s, following the 
Lamb where ever He goes. If Jesus is the first fruits as some would 
suggest then I am required to believe that He is worshiping Himself 
and following Himself around. I have tried to believe this but I am 
unable to do so. 

If we then take a closer look at verse 14 in a future context, believing 
that Paul was very much aware of the resurrection events, then we 
must believe that Paul begins to speak of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection and then skips right passed those who came out of 
their graves (Matthew 27). We are then forced to believe that he 
begins speaking of a future event that when it took place he and 
some of those he was speaking to would be dead. He says we which 
are alive and remain, but if Paul was speaking of an undetermined 
future event then why does he use the word we instead of those 
when he is describing them which would be alive at the coming of the 
Lord. The reason is because Paul is speaking of the advent of Christ, 
which again is not a future event. This verse should read in the 
coming (parousia G3952) of the Lord not at the coming of the 
Lord. The event which was future to Paul was the great and terrible 
day of the Lord. He references this in chapter 5 verse 2. Notice 
there that Paul has used a different word in this verse to describe the 
coming (erchomai G2064) day of the Lord. This day would have 
been the events between AD 66 - 73. These events were the 
conclusion of an act which was contained within the parousia. These 
events included the destruction of Herod’s Temple (Matthew 24), 
which was a sign of the end of the Jewish age, not the end of the 
advent of Christ. 

The example above, of the way words have been translated, is only 
one example of why the bible is so difficult to understand. The 
translators have translated multiple Greek words, with completely 
different meanings, into the same English word. To make matters 
worse they have also taken one Greek word and translated it into 
several different English words. It is next to impossible to realize that 



this has occurred without a bible with a built in concordance and 
much painstaking research. The continuity and flow of God’s word 
has been broken as a result of this reality. Why did they do this? 

Our ability to understand the advent of Christ has also been made 
more difficult in this day (2012) because the teaching by the church 
over many generations has placed the coming in a future context 
2 Peter 1:16 puts the power and coming of Christ in a past tense. 
“For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made  
know unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but  
were eyewitnesses of his majesty”. It is apparent that even Peter 
understood the difference between the advent of Christ and the day 
of the Lord. The coming or presence of the Lord is eternal, without 
end, Amen. The day of the Lord was the conclusion of an act. That 
act was the Jewish dispensation or Judaism. To disregard or deny 
the raising of the dead with Jesus and deem that part of the 
resurrection event as an insignificant part of scripture is to miss the 
mark. This event was so powerful that even the centurion placed in 
charge of watching over this area, proclaimed Jesus to be The Son 
of God. 

So then, the decision we have to make with 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-17 
comes down to an issue of timing once again. Is verse 16 a picture of 
a future event, the events of AD 70., or is it a picture of Jesus’ 
ministry on earth and the dead rising out of their graves right after him 
and going into the holy city and being witnessed by many. I believe it 
is the latter. 

These verses have such a beautiful flow to them when they are  
embraced in the light of the resurrection events. When I began to see  
the truth in these verses, I again was reminded that the Father God is  
the poet of all poets. To see the traditional requirements of Judaism  
played out in types and shadows of His eternal plan is one of the  
most beautiful, yet tragic, events in all of history. 

Chapter Five

Paul begins chapter 5 by reminding them that he doesn’t need to go 
into the timing of the day of the Lord (AD 66-73), for it will come like 



a thief in the night. I feel that it is very important to state here that this 
group of believers may not have known the day or the hour, of the 
Lords day, but they did know the events. The conclusion of these 
events would begin when Jerusalem was surrounded by armies 
(Luke 21:20). They knew this to be the beginning of the end for 
apostate Israel and the temple buildings that the Lord Jesus predicted 
would be destroyed (Matthew 24). In verse 12 he requests that they 
know those who are like-minded and those who are to instruct them. 
In verse 14 he encourages them to continue to warn those who need 
it, and also support and be patient with those who need that. In verse 
16 he reminds them to rejoice. In the second half of verse 23 Paul 
again reminds them to remain blameless. He then asks for prayer 
and tells them to greet one another with a kiss.


