
1 Peter Commentary

Peter's first letter is addressed to the “Diaspora,” who were the 
Jewish people that had been “dispersed” among the Nations located 
in the regions of Asia Minor (located  in modern day Turkey) (vs. 1:1). 
Peter was the apostle to the Jews (see Galatians 2:8), so he felt a 
burden to minister outside his Judean or Galilean home bases. It 
could also be quite possible that Peter had traveled to these regions 
at some point and become familiar with the people living there.

Peter apparently used an amanuensis, Silas, in helping him write 
his letter (see vs. 5:12). This makes sense as Peter's Greek was 
probably only rudimentary, and the Greek of this letter is among the 
most advanced in the New Testament, both in its grammar and 
vocabulary. This would have made the letter more suited to his 
audience, who were immersed in a Greek-speaking culture, unlike 
Peter, whose would have been accustomed to speaking Aramaic. 
Peter wrote from “Babylon” (vs. 5:13), which was most likely a 
symbolic code word for Jerusalem (and is the symbolic name for 
Jerusalem in the Book of Revelation).

The purpose of the letter was to exhort and encourage the Jewish 
Christians in these regions to not only remain faithful to the Lord in 
the face of persecutions and trials (c.f., 4:12, 5:9), but to strive to 
improve and grow in their faith and practice, even in the face of these 
struggles (c.f., 1:22). The main reason Peter gives for this is that they 
had been specially chosen, and were therefore God's special 
possession, and that they will soon gain God's special inheritance 
(c.f., 1:3-4, 2:9-10). Peter claimed that the prophets provided the 
foundation and authority for his assertions (verses 1:10-12).

The letter contains a section devoted to life instruction as well 
(2:11-3:22) that, unlike Paul, who tended to include instructions at the 
end of his letters, are in this case sandwiched in the central portion of 
the letter. A message that is central to these instructions is that 
people needed to remain “submissive” to various forms of God-
instituted authority (c.f., 2:13, 18, 3:1, 5:5), and that those in authority 
must take care to remember that they are ultimately the Lord's 



servants (verses 5:2-4). Another key message is that people should 
live sober lives (c.f., 2:11, 3:1-6).

However, the entire letter is founded upon an occasional theme, 
namely, that Peter's letter, as well as its urgent tone, was based upon 
a historical reality in that he was writing to people who were on the 
verge of experiencing the Lord's second coming. This was the reason 
they were experiencing the trials during their lifetimes, and this fact 
offers a context for Peter's messages throughout the entire letter. 
Indeed, the letter is sprinkled with messages that reminded his 
hearers that they were living at the precipice of the end of the age, so 
they needed to take extra care to remain faithful and to grow in their 
faith. Various passages that indicate this are:

1:7 “...that the tested genuineness of your faith--more precious than gold 
that perishes though it is tested by fire--may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

1:12 “It was revealed to [the prophets] that they were serving not 
themselves but you...”

1:13 “...set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.”

1:20 “[Christ] was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was 
made manifest in the last times for the sake of you.”

2:12 “Keep your conduct among the Nations honorable, so that when 
they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and 
glorify God on the day of visitation.”

3:20-21 “...they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the 
days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, 
eight persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, which 
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body 
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ...” (i.e., Peter is comparing Noah's salvation to theirs, in keeping 
with their being on the verge of a major act of divine judgment.)

4:5 “...but they will give account to Him who is about to judge the quick 
and the dead.”

4:7 “The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and 
sober-minded for the sake of your prayers.”

4:17 “For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if 
it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the 
gospel of God?”



5:1 “So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of 
the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is about to be 
revealed...”

5:4 “And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading 
crown of glory.”

5:8 “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”

5:10 “And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, 
who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will Himself restore, 
confirm, strengthen, and establish you.”

Note how these literal time indicators are dispersed in a somewhat 
even fashion throughout the entire letter. This would have served to 
keep the imminence of the Lord's return in front of his audience, and 
thus provide a motivating factor as they heard Peter's call to not only 
maintain, but to grow in, a life of faith tempered with sobriety.


