
1st Corinthians Commentary
First Corinthians is a letter about transition. There are a series of transitions 
that Paul teaches the Corinthians throughout the letter. That is, areas of 
transition from living according to the flesh to living according to the spirit. 
But there is also one overarching transition that is seen throughout the 
argument of the book, and that transition is from the Old Covenant mode of 
existence to the New Covenant mode of existence.

First-century Corinth was infamous for its immorality and paganism. The 
Temple of Aphrodite was the most prominent of the many temples and 
shrines that filled the city. Worshippers of this "goddess of love" frequented 
the Temple to satisfy themselves with the consecrated prostitutes working 
there.

People believe that things are worse today because we have abortion clinics. 
But they practiced open prostitution and when they had a baby, that baby 
would be left to die on a rock, probably calling it a sacrifice to God since 
after all, they had, what seemed to them, a very logical philosophy: Since 
God gave them their lustful desires, it only makes sense that they should 
fulfill them (like eating food). Corinth became so notorious for its evils
that the term korinthiazomai (“to act like a Corinthian”) became a synonym 
for debauchery and prostitution.

Yet amidst such immorality and paganism, Paul was able to plant a church 
there on his second missionary journey (Acts 18:1-17) in about A.D. 50. He 
made tents with Aquila and Priscilla and reasoned with the Jews in the 
synagogue. Paul taught the Word of God in Corinth for eighteen months in 
A.D. 51-52. After his departure, Apollos came from Ephesus to minister in 
the Corinthian church (1 Cor. 3:6; Acts 18:24-28).

While Paul was in Ephesus during his third missionary journey, he received 
reports of quarrels and immorality from the household of Chloe (1 Cor. 
1:11). Further, it is likely that Stephanas, Fortunatas, and Achaicus (16:17) 
brought the letter of questions requesting Paul’s judgment on various other 
issues plaguing the church (7:1). Paul wrote 1 Corinthians in response to 
these reports and questions in their letter. These same men probably took 1 
Corinthians back with them. At the time of writing, Paul was planning to



leave Ephesus (16:5-8), placing the letter of 1 Corinthians in about A.D. 55 
or 56.

Paul deals with the reports of divisions and immorality first, and then 
outlines the rest of his letter using the reoccurring phrase “Peri de” = “Now 
concerning," to respond to the questions in the letter he received.

Outline:

Answer to Chloe’s Report of Divisions: 1:1-4:21
Answer to Report of Immorality: 5:1-6:20
Answer to Letter of Questions: 7:1-16:24

Setting the Context:

First Corinthians 1:3-8 gives some key elements in interpreting the letter. 
One cannot properly interpret anything apart from proper context and 
audience relevance:

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I 
thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given 
you in Christ Jesus, 5that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all 
speech and all knowledge, even as the testimony concerning Christ was 
confirmed in you, so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly 
the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who will also confirm you
to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Here are four points taken from these six verses that should launch you into 
a proper understanding of 1 Corinthians:

1. The church in Corinth was apparently awaiting eagerly the revelation or 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. The word eager is a word that is 
characterized by keen expectancy. One should not be eagerly awaiting 
anything that he should not expect to occur soon. But Paul says that they 
were awaiting eagerly the revealing of Jesus Christ. It sounds like they
were expecting Him to return very soon. But there's more:

2. Paul connects their eager waiting to the necessary gifts that they were not 
lacking as a result of the testimony concerning Christ that was confirmed in 
them. Please notice that Paul is not writing to us about not lacking any gift. 



He is writing to the Corinthian church about not lacking any gift. If the link 
that Paul makes for them is that they are not lacking any gift as they were 
awaiting eagerly the revealing of Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ did
not come again within their lifetime, then why write to the Corinthian 
church in this way? It would seem a bit deceptive on Paul's part, would it 
not? Further, what does Paul mean by "any gift?" Paul is going to expound 
upon the spiritual gifts in chapters 12-14.

What was the primary point of the Spiritual gifts? In 12:27-28, Paul writes, 
"Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God 
has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 
then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various 
kinds of tongues." In Ephesians 4:11-13, Paul writes: "And He gave some as 
apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as 
pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, 
to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the 
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ."

So Paul is telling the Corinthian church that they were not lacking in any gift 
for the building up of the body to the fullness of Christ as they (not us) 
eagerly awaited the revealing of Jesus Christ.

4. Notice the inclusion that Paul uses in verses 6-8:

“Even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, so that you 
are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The testimony concerning Christ was CONFIRMED in them. Why? So that 
they would not be lacking in any gift while they were awaiting eagerly the 
revealing of Jesus Christ. And what would Jesus Christ do? He would also 
confirm them to the end, blameless in the day of Jesus Christ. So the 
testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in them. And Christ would also 
confirm them to the end. Paul fully expected the Corinthian church to be 
around at the second coming of Christ. Just as certain as the testimony 
concerning Christ was confirmed or made sure or fully established in the 
Corinthian church, Christ would also confirm or fully establish them to the 
end. That Corinthian church is not around anymore. So in what way can 



Christ still be confirming that church to the end? But as it stands, the end 
happened in the lifetime of that Corinthian church, and they were blameless 
in the day of Jesus Christ.


